1857)

James Thompson, Jr.

Born: June 15, 1847, in County Monaghan, Ireland
Died: May 27, 1908, in Oyster Bay, NY
Married: Elizabeth Hendrickson of Upper Brookfield, NY (born June 21,

James Thompson was the third child and oldest boy born to James Thompson, Sr., and Martha
White. As his mother Martha was born in Drumgavny, Monaghan, Ireland, his parents married
in the Tullycorbet Parish church, and his father at that time worked in Carrickmacross as a
constable, James Junior was very probably born in that area. His obituary below makes proud
mention of having been born in Monaghan which is confirmed by the journal of his first cousin

.and shipper.

James Thompson.

(Special to the Eagle)

Oystor Bay, L. I, May 28—James
Thompson, & friend and nelghbor of
President Roosevelt, died at his home, on
the Holghts, last night, aged 61 years.
Ho was the proprietor of the Thompson
cottage, where the members of the Presl-
deant's exscutive force made thelr home
during the summer months and was ox-
ceedingly popular. He was ap extensive
European oyster shipper, exporting dur-
ing the season from three to six bhun-
dred barrels of oysters dally to Liver-
pool, ' He was associaled nlso with Sam-
uel Y. Bayles, & large oyster planter
Deceased was born in
County Monaghan, North of Ireland. and
for olght years coaducted two oyster
houses in London, England. He had re«
sided In Oyster Bay twenty years and
during that tlme oxpended large sums of
monsy in the oyster business, He was
for several years a member of the Board
ot Education and the Board of Trade. tak-
ing a ka2en Interest in Bll matters per-
taining to the town. He was at aone tima
nominated to the office of Justice of the
poace on the Republican ticket. He haz
selatives in Brishalne, Australis. Hn
Iraves a widow, formerly Miss Ellzabetl
Hondrickso®., whom he married in Brook-
ville thirty-two years ago, Two broth-
ers, John and George Thompson, oyster
dealers of New York, survive him, and
four sisters, Mrs. Rebecca Pennoyer of
Asbury Park, Mrs. N. T. Legaoder of
Boston, and Mrs, James Patlerson aml
Mra. Hugh Frazer of New York. The
funaral servicds will be held at St, Paul's
M. E, Charch, on Saturday afternoon at ?
o'clock, the Rev. Warren I. Bowman of-
ficlating, assisted by the Rev, Willlam P.
Fates of Brooklyn and the Rev, Mr, Mc-
Caguce of New York.

William H Jackson, who wrote years later:

“James Thompson son of James Thompson and
Martha White was educated and brought up in
the County Monaghan. He came to Dublin 5

April, 1861 and went to Jacksons (a large
grocery store) of North East Street on the 8
April to serve three years to the grocery
business. Left Jacksons 25 Dec. 1862. Went

to

Cherry & Shields, 40 Upper Sackville Street, 22

August, 1864.”

Friday, May 29, 1908

PR

James Thompson Dead.

James Thémpson. Oyster Bay's lead-
ing o"stcr shi(n ser, died at hig home on
the Heights Wednesday night at the
age of 61 years aflter a long iliness
from ¢cancer of the stomach. He was
born in Ircland and has lived in Oyster
Bay about twenty-five years.- He em-
ployed a large number of men and
shipped large quantities of oysters daily
to Liverpool. ile was associated wit
Samuel Y. Bayles, an extensive oyster
planter. He married Elizabeth Hen-
drickson, of Brookville thirty-two ycars
ago, and had no children,  He lcaves
two brothers and four sisters. The
funeral services will be held at St
Paul's church  Sunday at 2 o'clock,
the Rev. Warren 1. Bowman officiating.

-




James eventually left Dublin and emigrated from Ireland to the US, where several Uncles Great
Uncles, and cousins were already established. The Whites had —
come to America as early as 1824 and according to the 1900

Federal Census, James arrived in 1866.

In 1874 he married

Elizabeth Hendrickson, a native of Brookville, Long Island. But
James must have seen opportunity in the rich supplies of shellfish
in the bays and hamlets of Long Island. So he went back across
the Atlantic, to London, for a few years to build an import-export
business. Eventually, bushels of Long Island oysters were shipped
to the UK where they were sold. James was very successful at it.

This census below is from 1881 and shows James and Elizabeth
Thompson (first two rows) living in London in the St. Pancras area;
that was originally a parish around Oxford Street. In 1900 it
became a borough which is now called Camden. In 1881 the Thompsons lived in a flat or row
house on Camden Road.

Estimated Birth Year:

Spouse’s Name:

Where born:

Civil parish:

County/Island:

ne:  James Thompson

33
abt 1848

on: Head

Elizabeth Thompson

er:  Male

Monoghan Co, Ireland

St Pancras

London

ntry:  England

ress: 3A Camden Rd

ion as to  Married

View image

on: Oyster Merchant

n district:  Pancras

1881 London Census St. Pancras Parish, 3A Camden Road: James and Elizabeth Thompson
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Continuation of 1881 London Census, Thompsons in first two rows. James Thompson is listed
as an oyster merchant who was born in County Monaghan, Ireland, and Elizabeth in New York.
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In 1881, James and Elizabeth were in London setting up their business. Then they returned to
Long Island and James began shipping oysters to Europe. When he bought a home in Oyster
Bay ten years later in 1891, the survey stated that James was living in College Point, NY, at the
time. In the northern part of Queens and on Long Island Sound, College Point was close to the
oyster suppliers there.

But James was buying oysters from growers in Oyster Bay as early as 1886, something that we
know from the newspaper clippings in the next pages. He did want to expand his business by
opening an oyster opening plant in Oyster Bay; perhaps that explains why he moved to Oyster
Bay in 1891. Or it may have been the ups and downs of oyster growing and ecosystems in the
Sound that forced him to leave College Point.



The red dot on the left in this map is College Point and the other red dot is Oyster Bay. You can
see that they are both on the sound and not too far from each other, especially by water.
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James and Elizabeth Thompson bought the home of Richard Sammis in Oyster Bay at 58-64
Anstice Street. The home was built in 1875 by Mr. Sammis and the design was described as 19"

century ltalianate, but changed during construction as the French Second Empire style became
popular.

James Thompson, The Seafood King

James Thompson House, ca 1900

Richard Sammis built the house in 1875, before selling it to James Thompson of
College Point in 1891. Thompson, who preferred the honorific “Captain,” was
known as The Seafood King, operating as an oyster shipper and dealer along the
Oyster Bay and Cold Spring Transportation Company Steamer Wharf,

The house in 2000




Below: 1906 Nassau County Map from Oyster Bay Historical Society, Oyster Bay Detail — James

Thompson house (pink)
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1906 Note George Thompson property top rlght corner




It's interesting also to note the George Thompson
property in the upper right corner of the larger
Oyster Bay map. This George Thompson (no relation
to our family) rented his home out in the summer of
1906 to the Warrens of New York. Unfortunately,
they brought a cook too, Mary Mallon, the infamous
Typhoid Mary, so called because of the disease that
she carried. She is said to have infected 51 people,
three of whom died. Mary was there the summer of
1906 during James Thompson’s time in Oyster Bay,
working a couple of blocks away from his own home
on Anstice Street.
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The photos of the Sammis/Thompson house in 1900 and in 2000, seen on previous pages, come
from the Oyster Bay Historical Society. They tell us that James Thompson used the honorific
title of “Captain” and was known as “The Seafood King.” And it’s no wonder; he had multiple
local suppliers, was very well known as an exporter of oysters to Europe, and employed men in
his oyster opening plant in Oyster Bay. James and Elizabeth moved to the house on Anstice
Street in Oyster Bay in 1891, but the dates on some of these newspaper clippings show that he

had partnered with Oyster Bay growers for several years before that.

THE NEWTOWN REGISTER.
THURSDAY, MAY 24, 1888,

LONG ISLAND IMPROVEMENTS AND
INDUSTRIES.

A new life snving station is being erectoed
at Napesgue Beach.

Mr. James THO®PSOR of Oyster Bay bas
shipped to England within the past month

neariy six thousaud dollars worth of oys-
ters,

THE NEWTOWN REGISTER, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1880

The Oyster Bay correspondent of ‘the
Long-Islander writes: *'Oysters are quite
plentiful in our barbor and of unusually

good quality, the »rices rapging from
eighty cents to ome dollar per bushel.
More Oysters bave been shipped so far this
season than has ever before béen shipped
so early in the season. .James Thompson
buys & great mapy and ships them 1
barrels to the South and West and 'to Eng-
land.” : ;

Che Fong Fsland Traveler.

SOUTHOLD, N. Y. FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1892,

James .
slrook nnm

pamo blessed amog

3 the aiding and brio
weallh to his coffers. 'The Loog I:lnndcg

eays boisabout to boltlo tho juicy praased
out of oysters, for the use of invalida

of Oyster Bay, has
h ouglt to make his

THE NEWTOWN REGISTER,
THURSDAY. DECEMBER 17 1886.

Apotbher Opyster EBay man whom we
sbould bave favorably mentioned long ago
is Mr. James Thompeon, who is ope of the
mokt snccessful oyster dealers on Long

Island. Within the past ten years Mr.
Thompson bas built up a trade- in this
succulent bi valve which extends across
tbe wanters. There is no place of any con-
siderable size in nll Ecrope that does not
know of Thompson's Oysters. In the
busy senson AMr. Thompson gives employ-
ment to o large number of mou.

| i NEFIONY REGITER, THURSDAY, AR 16 160

James THOMmpEOD, the oyster shippor, is
bosily engsged in' shippiog oysters to
Liverpool and London, He is being sap-

plied by Messrs H. A. Townsend, Alfred
Velsor and Damiel Velsor. Mr, Toompson
bus boilt vpas Jarge Earopean trade in
this line and for & number of yeare bos
been shipping in large quantilies.
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;gém.o;mnnmmunmz
S to Captain Pratt,

.....
L e——

.-.AND~O!VE HIM BONE ADVIOL

it
Taey Delecd ua Native Bivalve and Say
“Captats Tratt Xmows Very Liule
+ ‘About the Dubjrct—The Export of Oys.
Lters to Eagiand « Mow They Are
' Plagted, Cared For and Frotetted
T Agaings Toelr Natural Ksomter” *

‘, . . (3uecial to the Eagle)
wQyster May, L. 1. Juve ¢—Tho oplolon of
‘Captalo Rodert E. Pruiz'of 1bo United States
RAVY, dotatled o do Jduty with tho United
Bates Nsh commission, which was published
thq Fagle of May 26, and Jo which be de-
chahoY the oysters of long'lslaad sovnd a3
JSnfit for food, das arouced consideradlo Ia-
digoation about hera, Mo bas siruck a blow
ot ono of tho mos: lLmportast buslaesm in.
tgrostaon Loog Island or on tho Connecticut
adore. - ‘Suod an attack is thought by our oy-
slermen (o Do coilrely uawarramiod.  An
Eagla répresentative, whllo talklog yestenday
with James Thompson, one of the larges:
oysor growers In Awerics, who operaioy from
~Hiom-to—tworty v EEd, 10 ubhoso opln-
Joas drawn from loag exposidtce all peaple
in thiy sectlon deler, ollclted the followlng:

~other

0Tho man wiwo wro':o that Koows very lmTe

‘about 1. The studexis might dave diad from

a number of oer causds dao from tho el

ddois . 0f catlog oyaters, It 13 quiio possible
thoy had beea ‘coledrating’=-3ad takea a

e 100 muchk, and coairacied discase as a

TN The ldea of oyaters buring 1bom I
qlmply,:lepaueum. I sbip from ALty o
woronty-Nve (houxaod bushicls yourly, Daslel
Velsor, Charles H. Baylls. and Hoary A.
Mowozend sdip neacly as many, azd zo: oo

‘ol us bas over revelved a word adoyt a Jis-
Jodred oyster, AlRougd an oyster s very

doilcate, you dave o Mea how bdard It iz to
‘Iajure’ 1= 1This (s not decuuss of tho dandi-
bood ‘of the oysier, but 0a account of the pu-
Filying qualitles of the salt water. It s
Quite '.T Possidio 19 polson am oysier as iny
! Hviog hiog. dut It would tike sowe
conlderadlo quazcity of polron o hur: e
waters “of Loog Jeland round. Polsoa that
O] not kil an oyuter outright would “‘not
roagdor M unflt for man's ‘comsumptlon. The
projudice agalvy: oysiers and hlols adou:
discaso deing carrled by them was frst suart.
&l [n Eaglamd, =bore maoy peoplo are se:
agaloat anyhiag forelga.
“7**Wo. plant sBells for the young oyster to
"cUng to.  As It floats through the water It s
. attracted by aoytbing bright and shells
R S K S o
t fuliy, en they have a
Rold on the shells they aro trassplanted to

. ©ur Fegular bede. When wo plant and ralre.
. I4°18ls manner Bundreds of thousands of

Dushels cach year. 1t I3 ridiculous to talk of
-Gls0asd alfectiog those oyster =, If they were

C,t0 Do Iffured at all, isn't Jt reasomablo that

;1B0Y . would recelve the Injury whilo young
With a soft ebell? Tho ooly. encmles tho

;.‘%?lou'bn'p age, the borer and the starfish.

© frst-bores \brouzh tho. youog oyster's
‘zhell apd tho star0sh sucks 1t out of Its sbiell,
#TRero I8 what Is called & winter killed oyster.
:Perdaps thoso students got zome of (hose.

At 03 a dead divalve sod would bo Injurlous

J$0: & porson’s health Just.tho samo as any

. other dead meat. An oxpert cam (ell & wip-

ser killed oyater when ho aces It and aoy one
atan--detect 1t as soom as hie gets’it on dis

“Tivbgue. If by cbance oae zhould do swal-

‘Joxwed, an emetic sbould be taken—as If I
were a pleco of putrld beel—~it s a thing to

, Ect rld of at once. Let people bo caroful

g’hm Ibey get tbelr oysices aod they will
*baveo no troukle with winter ktlled onos. Dur-
(Jog March and April 10,000 barrels & week
‘wero shlpped (o Eoglacd end Germsoy. |
‘Bavo recontly - recolved lotters from cus.
tomors there that they bdad never recelved

Qor oysters Io better condition. If any of

12 deen discazed 13 -would have been
-proacunced cnough by the timo thoss oysters

Areached Europo to bave killed maoy people.

-33" talk of discazo Iz foollsh, I canmot be
phatle encugd.
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A Frovrismine Ovstes Braxess —The
Oyster Bay corresponden: of the long-

Jszndder writes: *'As tho season advapces

the buvisess at Jawes Thompsou's oyster |
Louse increases. Al visitors to this estab- |
lishwent are favorably iwpressed with one

of tho firat =ights that wests their atten-
tion,  Azonud the room wrw seated severn!
wen, all bosily eognged wt their work of
vpening tha bivalves, At the vod of the
row of openers i4 xentil the yonoger of the
group. He iu thirtesn yewrs of age, and
apparentiy the opeped oysters leave bis
hauds as ravidiy as thay do those of his
older compnuiops. This 14 ot the case,
bowever, for awong bi« fellow workwan
ATe S0me exper: openars, Sull, it was s
certaiced mpon ingairy, that the boy bad
opened sixteon busbels of oysters during a
siogle dey, which, his exapioyer casnally re-
marked, nt twenty cents & bushel was 8
good day's work fur p boy thirteea years
oid.  Mr. Thompson's foreign trude peces-
sitates the opening of something over two
thonsurd busbely of oveters a week, and be
13 coostantly in need of good workmen.
What s cootrast between thia young man
wbo can earn bik 32.20 n day and the
yousg man who whiles awsy Lis time io
idlanesa ™

[ 1) GO
Long Islander 1901

o 1 our principal |
oystershippsr las comumenceé send-
‘Jag-—o‘{;urs to Europe. He is naw
sending about seventy-five .barrels
per week, Thé season hazx only
just commenced, Last wihter ‘he
shipped as nigh as twelve car loads
per week.l -Oa one particular-day
he shipped six car loads. The
European demand is much beter
than a few jears ago. There are
quite o number ot vessels in our
harbor buying oysters now and our

joystermen |
umes this year, . . 2
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Oyster Bay's Expected Yield.

(Spoclal to the Ragle)
Oynter Bay, L. 1, September 1=-For prime
oysters and big ylelda Ogster Day, as (ta nama
implies, onco took the lead in the oyster In-

Auatry. . Laat year it regained some of its old
time prestige, owing to the absence of (ha
dreaded atar fish, which bas baen-a terrible
o0 to tha oystermen,  Not.evon an expert
“oap predict what the outeoma of the preaent

v Drevious " ygars:
BOn YOIy . much, disco
et (with ‘b g“e:lwr-whtohr thiey
-yet-to. qakes up. M, better seasons. . Thel
W16 go back to 1872 and 1673, when Oystor
' Bay had the lead and was In tho full tide of
Its success. ‘There are over ono; thousand
acres of leased oyster ground at present, An
average of about two bushels of oyster to one
ol seed Is secured In good season. AmODE
tho planters In this sectlon are:
~Captain” Mired Ladlam, Heapy A. To \
e James T - "n"v-pukcr-
shipper;  Charlas "H.  Bayles,,. Captaln  Abram
Hutebineon, Andrew J. Hut n, Captalh Dq,g:
Iel Veleor, Danfel Velsor, Jr,. James Bryce, R
ert Ludlam, Willlam Ludiam, Alfred Velsor, Theos
dore Velior, Willlam Smith, Samuel Y, Bayles,
Willlam E. Townsead, George Townsend, Qeorge
Emmore, John Bumpstead, Jacob BDumpstead,
Frank Loawis, Willlam J. Younge, Charles Lawis,
Elbert Velsor, Oeoglp Tawls, Willlam E. Hawx-
buret and Samuel Townsend. -~
The oldest planter In this section ls Cap-

taln Valentino Bayli, now retired. Cidptaln

| |
Thele |

Altred Ludlam,”™ Willlam Townsend, ‘Henry.

Townsend, sr., O. H, Bayles and Danlel Smith
areé the next.oldest. A big fleet of oyster

boata ‘s employed In the business and all
{-baymen.Jook-{orward-to-a-big, luclous_ylald

%




Long Islander
——— — ”..."__-.,,-...---.
' Qyster Bay.
A BUSY 81VUT.
A-purs u who had visited the water
tront of Dyster Bay Harbor ten Years
0 aud hod pet sy {t slace, would be
surprised, upon visiting it uow, ot the
pruat PO L Rl that bave becn
made. The two eanmodious docks
pulit by W Ovstetmen's Assoclation,
Jo 1SS0, spe e Bt culy Ly thiat Asso
clisthon, buy aflond e laudimg ploce for
st vl the unmollvs it e wsed by
the mtotes of I Y MO Pesldes the
Bue lawe Luib e Lelot fuge

STeTven on (he east TR LS
stufe bulldicg of the Oyster Bay Trad-
jug Company sud atge ol pockets
g Al Juavss £ atete hiuse, naed LY

1. Jobusun for the pargedes of Lis sall
Loty A vode thee st ok, there Luve
Preedd gt e tlils yuar L ew l-utl-l-1
frars, Onue In W e ovupled
oy danes Prasnpeet (or tue put s
of fotting  wysteis. Mr.

clutieg Ut Jiee dois & pctel process by

=

whiel oystets, w0 mntier low a2t L Pown w, Riero. Ch

g ﬁ Loelr v ol cati e s tivid withio / Oeorge'i‘wnd, -En;"e’ H 3’"‘“."4 Smity,
L) | Smi eWlg aaralrt Vi Baylis, 3y,
! wwenty-four houts W eaviog the J th ang o Ostate of! eluor &._x,,,,.y
i hatbor, ‘The Laltdind 13 cniy 22x00, in ameg PR Apro Job"&‘ng.’, Song,
1wy stonles Bigh; but it js plenty latge & housp 808 By voeeh Wi
el to make o large fortunoe for e three ¢,°,%Y8ter ‘

Mr. Thompson, & My thousands © O ten pyop P00

bushels cath be fiuttel hoed u o litge
white. ‘The phwcksmith shep erected
by the Company I8 eeapivd on e
st tioor Ly Henir Mae Kuy, 0 wide

awoke d e of Tubal Cain, nnd oo
the second oot by Mimatn Lnderhill &
Yao Vulkeubutgh, e enterprising
pullders. ‘The slip between thoss Lwe
Ad Is ooe of the buslest g0l on
1| the porth side at certuln scasuue of the
year, wheo it is almost hupessivie for
u row bout to ke fts way upbetwees
the rows of gloops aod other craft.

10
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Long Islander 1839

~.Lonslderable improvement {5 to be!
‘ade about the premises of the Oys-
termen’s Dock Company, The baok
at the hiead of the slipds to be dug
raway aod a place wade for haulivg out |
boats. The wnole slip is to be dug out, !
work havieg been already commenced.
The faco vl.western doek 1s to be splled
along the upper ead, the splics to be!
put about four feet” apart, This is for!
the coavenienco of boutwen who wlsh|
to “tle up" beslde the dock. Messrs.
AHompsen & Townzend have already
commenced work on s new bullding
;‘ to be 22x25 fect on tho western dock,
A reservolr has been bullt and . the
bulldiog will be used as the bead-
quarters for fattenlog and shipplng
oysters. Arravgements have been
wade for the uso of both fresh and salt
water, atitl the oysters will be futtened |
accordlog to the rules of sclence, At
the hiend of the alip a Llacksmith slmp'
18 Leing erected, the workmen being
cogaged on It this week, Altogether
the oystermen are cavsing quite a
booin bere, l

THE LONG-ISLANDER

The oyster opening contest at Fleet's 11aY,
at-OyelerBay - ottracted 3- goodly=crowd of
spoctators o ‘Saturday cvening, 'lhke coo-
lestants were Mivhael Feley, of New aven,
Ceav., and William G, Frazer, Loth coiploy.
ol in the oyster establishment of Jawes
Yhempson, of Oyster Moy, The match was
for $2§ aside, and the man to open 1,000 oys.
ters in the least-time was to take the'money,
The wmen started with §oo oysters by the side
of thele Lenches, aod-when the word was
giten' shellt Yew in a. way astosishiog to the
spectaters, - When Frazer turned out the las*
oystee of his soopile the Copnecticut manhad
but oneleft. Each had to get the remaming
500 in shape (o open, and Foley Degan to
swing hig kuife a little in advance of his com.
petitor, gaining alead which he held through-
oul the contest, winning the match by cightesn
oysters. About on hoar and twenty minutes
was cbnsumed in the work, Foley used 2
hammer oz billing his oysters, while Frazer
did all of his work with 2 knife, -

Long Islander

~Twines  Thompson has soveinl men
employed nt the Oysterman’s Dack o
taking out oysters, Mr. Thotpson
mkes out several hundred Lushels of
oystera fn noweek awd «hips them to
Chifeago,  He has bufle ap quiee aooste
ness o thia Hoe and well deserves the
suceess he ls baviog, |

The Oyater Bay oyster openlog Lusl-
ness of James Th on isto Le ex-
ended.  An additden will probably be
bullt on the bullding occupled Ly bim,
on Oystermen’s Dock malkiog the bulld-
ing 100225 Defiolle actlon.- will he
taken at a meeting of the Oystermen’s
Dock company to be called sometlme
In Msareh, Alr.. Thompson — expects
wheo tho pew structure Is completed
to keep fifty men employed from Au-

gust 15ih to May of t afollowlng year.

11



After building his seafood export business in London and College Point, James and Elizabeth
purchased the home of Richard Sammis on Anstice Street, Oyster Bay, NY in 1891. We find

them there in the 1900 census in rows 20 and 21. James told us that he was born in 1847 in
Ireland and came to the US in 1866. He called himself an oyster dealer.

1900 Federal Census, Oyster Bay, Anstice St.; James and Elizabeth Thompson. There are no
house numbers here, only family and dwelling number in order visited.
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(lmulf @ (:,.,, E
Township or other division of county 6/1 Al_c jja« J’ Pieme ot /ﬂ;_ : s \'unu of Institution, o]
ame of incorporated city, town, or village, within the uboz nnamed diviSion Lo ot o Leiile ki kB .
N i orporated city, Enumerated by me on the jawé‘ /% day of June, 1900, . —Q_ ){%:.__ Q/%Zmléé}/ . En
A8 ol | iy }’ e //’*dv I T i B o vm.ir'/ RV
Riman R oo = v ” 3 , -
0] | sl /z,‘./,,- A A, ,/’f,/gif i ,p/ 4__!
21 -5 l 2 < ((/111 /; 1.’ j ”//‘- ra //1" :i—".""/ L,/ L 2
= E - - /V.;.u./l.‘.. J(..:.-* ...:%Aa.ut, ) 724 32.5-/. AR/ V.A.c.:.' ([J/ %fﬂ’({‘ ..{’.i
wIl edd /““-Fé- it W\ Mt ,Mf'.z_._//‘ 5%
24 ": ’I { - /11(‘ 2 ,;/(Z‘ / /)// .{/ ///l'“f oS &S
Y - |
i ’i soemsoal ‘ - .‘-_...__......'.-'.gfi._ A-.s..- ........ seoonn .:é../z'.:.(-:_......._ /. //L_u.c ‘l;/./k./‘/ i LWL e
il 1 ‘ l Eioni. A Lo, Vi ///ié...,lu relzs|S
20 4....}&..‘...:..4 P— A T e A L L R 7 ”
| aclonic ottt iFrtlanee Notll 22i| e o Sinti |
% ‘ v/ l,‘¢ /ol l/q 7 / f
22 i 0
a 4//{’ ./;’1"( =3 / JM@.//‘“.- ..L.s.n- ................................................
= Ll‘u.- rl_"z( l/‘.. __j_uu ._/LL..\_ it b — __/Lul.l_(_l-("_é.‘.(’f_(.y
5 : /( T /l £ : /.1; £ e .;u I/ A
25 i - / ,
(.a./‘.té ..... ! ..d.ur L -../f ..._.m...........,(.... ........ Loces | Re Altne s '
i Al G o N Ry Ya e N Bars & !__'___ S {"""“_I"

Elizabeth’s mother, Annie M Hendrickson, was living with the
Thompsons in 1900. She was a widow at this time, and although it’s
hard to read in the census, it tells us that Annie’s father was born in
Newfoundland, Canada, an area with a long history of cod fishing by
the English and Europeans, but Annie’s mother was born in New
York. Annie herself married, had two children and ended up in
Brookville, Long Island. She died November 26, 1904, and is buried
in Brookville Cemetery, Nassau County, with her daughter Elizabeth
and James Thompson.

12



Oyster Bay 1900 the James Thompson oyster business is number 35in the detall ‘map beIow
” 3 INE ST -

WAL el

Oyster Bay and Cold Spring Transp'n Co. Steamer Wharf
A, J. & E. N. Hutchinson - Coal, Groceries, Hardware
35 - James Thompson - Oyster Shipper and Dealer
59 - E. H. Kirby - Sail and Awning Maker
4] - W. W. Sammis - Carriage and General Painting
40 - P. N. Layton - General Blacksmithing and Carriage Work
66 - Pausel & Son - Machine Shop
27 - Franklin Hotel
36 - Frank Bayles - Insurance, Coal and Wood
29 - F. D. Bligh - Oyster Bay Station and and L.I. Express Agent
15 - Casino (really!)
2 - {Oyster Bay Station}

13



Teddy Roosevelt in Oyster Bay

To Theodore Roosevelt, 26" President of the
United States, the Oyster Bay area was home.
He and his wife Edith and six children
frequented their Victorian cottage, Sagamore
Hill, in the summertime so that it served as an
unofficial “White House” during the years of his
Presidency 1902 —1908. It just happened that
that was the same time James Thompson lived
in Oyster Bay, so James would have seen the
President out and about in town.

THE SUMMER CAPITAL.:

PRESKDE.\"I; ROOSEVELT WILL HAVE AN
. OFFICE FORCE IN OYSTER IBAY
WHILE AWAY FROM
WASHINCTON.

That Sh akespeare was right about names is
the firm beligf of the village folk in Oyster Bay,
Long 1slang. for they argue that Washington
®ithout the President will be no more in the na-
ton's eyey than Oyster Bay with him. With
I8 bulief firmly fixed in their mings, the people
of Oyster Bdy are preparing for the coming of
the chivt executive, for President Roosevelt will
800n %o to his home to .spend the summer
months. Hence the unwonted acuvlty in thc
drowyy littleg “Washington of Long Island,”
Oyster Bay has been dubbed by. its envlous
Beighbors in the adjoining Long Island summer
Tesorts, Down in the village proper workmen
&re busy hustling along the work on the new
Tallroad statfon and on the new block the pride
of the village. The President’s secretary and
Othérs of the White House oﬂlce force are to
h"‘_"" offices there for the aumme,r.

| Mhe church which the DPresident st-
tended is Christs Enisecpal ohureh, a

mb&coﬂ‘rod little tu\ilmnd’ on the Ldl;
the . town. ~ “Pholographiers were,

~®of her carriage. e
}’:‘t Bust Be EBaid for the conzrun—

Few leads were turied to gee

Jehurelr.” The children fcemed to graw
,i-llmm fttention, ~ - Archie was as rest-

“to sleep.- Eanch of the children' made -

afl of “which ueen'e‘d mu:lxti!y interest-
o CE ARt Horv

=

VIRTUAL CAPITOL OF .THE UNITED STATES THIS SUMMER.
President Roosevelt will have his executive offices over thiy Oyster Bay grocery stors.

Oyster Bay, N. Y.=I'resident Rooses
velt returned 10 Oyster Bay, amid jue
uwenge cathusizsw, and thie “summes
capital” of the United Stutes 13 now o5-
tablished at Sagamore ML,

Two rival sets of citizens of this
ordinarily quict village vied for the
Lonor of first grectiug Lim, There were
(wo bauds, which sometlmies played
differeat tunes at the same thpe; two
marshals, two wellddefined parts fn the
patade, and Gwro bascball games.

The Presldential spevinl got Iu at
4.30 o'clock, live minutes Jate, Tie
station platform amd the space for a
considerable distance near (U weore
packed with  people.  When Secres
Service men and deteetives plled ol
aud got hugy with the crowd, the
President, accompanicd by Seceetavy
Loch, appearcd on the vear piatform
of the truln, A\ mizhty shout went up
and the alr was filled with dutterivg
bandkerchiefs and swinging Lats.

‘suspping. right a6d. Teft  when the . .-
‘Fﬁ%ﬁom assisted Mrs. noos“eu out {| Some Washington politicians disliked the fact that

so much business was carried on at Sagamore

that its curiosity seas held weil in || during the summer months, and the Puck cartoon
“Bim. after ho had taken biv-seat in in the next pages suggests and mocks ways Teddy
could settle international disputes by inviting world
dess as an unbroken pouy. Ethel went || leaders to Sagamore Hill. But the people of Oyster

‘m_personal contribution to fhe: plave | Bay loved the excitement.
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| GHEN AND HIS SUITE TAKE LUNCHEON |
' " AT OYSTER BAY.

[3T TILRGEAPY Yo THE TRIOUNLY .
Oysies Eay. Long Irjand, Aug. 1l.—Prince
sal Chea, the represeatative of e Chinsse s
y 12! family, accompaniad by H, H. D. Peiree,
Thind Assistant S:eretary of State; Wu-Ting-
fang, the reliring Chincge Minlster, and a sulte
“of Bve Chinese audjects, 1ook luncheon with the
“Presicent 20¢ Nrs Rocsevelt at Sagamere Hil
w-day. Aithough {2 could not de arranged 0
yecelve formal guests at the President's summer
pome on Sundsy, the posiponement did not Ins
tarfere With the parfection of the visit '
Prince Chen was manlfessly dedighted by tha
fact that Ne wiur talan 16 Oyatar Bay from

PRINCE SEES PRESIDENT.

New-Yorc In & goverament vessol, The recep- '
tien of this royal visiter, who exprassed to the |
President the great goodwill of the Chiness oni-
" plre 16 t2e Ualtdd Siaws, {a regarded as an-
[ o:her ¢axe of hands sizeiched ACroRt the sea.
| There was racognizad aporeciation to-day of the
fact AhAl America’s frlendshis atone was re-
ponsidlé In A large measure for the prorent sat-
Jgraciory slisatlon Ia China, which oiherwine
-mizht have been turned Into a condleion of ud-
reaval cnd dismemderment as a result of the
risis in 1809,

Than the printe was put asSore the water In
tde bay was calm, A carriage awaited his com-
g At e 10D of a Rill Beyand the J. West
Receeveit pler. PresiCent Roasavelt gtood on
Al veranda o mcet- the visfiors, The prince
wore his yellow facke: and purple akist and
royal rect eap with & biack rim. Minister Wu, who
328 slways deen an admicer of tho President,
2ced as Interpraier aftsr 1he formal prescntas
tion. The Chinamen walked about on the Presl-
¢eat’s lawn and with native curlosity ex-
pressed (halr admuiration for the beauty and

i
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James Thompson, Jr., was definitely acquainted with President Roosevelt, and one of James’

obituaries even calls them friends.
Certainly James knew the President’s
staff very well. He rented them rooms

JAMES THOMPSON of Oyster Bay, one of
the largest shippers of oysters on Long Island,
disd yesterday sged 81 wears. He owned tha |
Thompson cottage, at whilch the White House

regularly and fed them too clerical
throughout those years of Roosvelt’s

presidency, until James’ illness and

force has
Roogavelt's Sumimer visi
Gaorge and John Thompson, both living In this
elty, survive him, !

durlng Presldent

put u
fa. Twa brothars,

death in 1908. The 1903 articles below describe a cosy scene during a storm when James was

almost hit by lightning in the “Thompson cottage” while chatting with them.

5 -

OYSTER BAY STORM SWEPT.

Rain Fell in Torrents and There Were
Hall Stones as Large
; as Peas, M)

Oyster Bay, L. 1, July 15—A minfature
|tornadé swept over this place just belore 6
o'clock last night, Thoe raln came down In
torronts and hall stoacs as big as peas foll
in sheets. The wind In fts fury lald low
trees, smashed In windows and played queer
pravks with overy loosa obstncle,” Many of
the fine equlpages of the summer residents
that wero ot the depot to meet tho 5:40 traln
were caught In the terrific storm and were
Hnearly overturned. -iLightning =struck the
THOMPESH cottage, where B. F. Darnes. tho
ansizinnt secretory to the Presldent, {s atop-
| plog, and James Thompson, tho owner, who

7
|

. ! '
A b 14
SDNESDAY—J6

NEW. YORK, W

lg & wollfii-own European oyster #bipper and
a member of tho Board of Education, narrow-
Iy cacaped (nstant death from a bolt of light-
ning which followed a tin leader plpe Jown
the outside of tho house, crashed through
the brick work over tho Kkitchemy and

LE.

B

He was standing with bis back to the #ink
as tho bolt entered the house, cnly a fow
Inches from hia body, following an Iron pipe
into a well. .

Tho atorm was tho most severs known for

years In Oyster Bay. -An lalian who was
workling In the trenches of the Water Com-
pany was koooked senseless by a lightn'ng
shotk, and hugo trees wore lald low. A big
tree 1o front of tho Sumner homeatond wis

knooked Mre Thompaon-to-the floor penaciess- |

Sumner's mllk house,

(HE BROOKLYN DAILY EAG

NEW-YORK DATLY TRIBUNE. WEDNESDAY. JULY 15, 1903

HIT COTTAGE WHERE BARNES STAYS

dent's Assistant Secretary Was at Office.

Oyster Bay, Long Island, July 14 —A severe
clectrical storm, accompanied by hail, wind and
raln, passed through this village early this
cvening.  Lightning struck in a number of
piaces, hut trees suffered the most. Hailstones
- averazing the slze of pous fell in such a shower
a% to make {t impossibic to sepacrossthe street.
One bolt of lightninz hit the Thompean cottags,
where Assistnt Seeretuiry Barnes I8 staying.
Ar. Barnes was at bis office nt the time. James

" weli-to-do oyster shipper. was standing in the
kltenan with his back against the sink when the

v ) boit hit. The charge Howed down « leader and
' 4 struck by lghtniog and a bli plece of the  then tore i hole through the brick back of the
2 trunk was hurled In the toeth of the wind sink. 1t then leaped to the pipe leadin to the
saveral blscks ¥e landing on IMarry = ehiern, Mr. Thonipson was knocked down and

dazal by the bolt: He has revived

Lightning EKnocked Owner Down—DPresi-

Thompson, the ownrr of the cottage, who {8 a x

l
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ELMIRA, N, Y. MONDAY EVENING. JUNE 29, 1903,

President Roosevelt Will Réceive'No Visitors at Sagamore
Hill Unless Engagement is Made in Advance, and Then
Only on Business of the Utmost importance.

Ovster Bay, June 20.—Tha new exceu- (in the big llbrary, so no time was lost|
Uve oflces were opened for business by in getting to.work. The president paces:
Secretary Loed at §:30 this morning. 'about the room, or louxxges.ln one of tha
The secretary and -Assietant Secretary | easy chairs while dictating his corre-

Baraes doose dow

IRLIRY o

ta and and Hinmann
Lighiloot were alrcady
without any formalities
capital was opened.

on hand,
the
- whh a bix pouch of mall

ficial
departmental

and private,

documents.  Such

Those communications
tae porsonal attent
were ‘bundled up and taken 0 Saga-
more Hill by Secretary Loebd.

Tae pregide

. fast and was wal

‘ cummer unless an engagement Is made
nt had tinished his break-|in advance, and then only on busmess
ting for the secretaryof the most pressing importance.

a frem their lodgings:spum!ence ‘and the secretary” works at)
in the Thompson cottage in the midgt.of ithe fat top deek upon which the long
drivingz rain storm. Stenographers Lat- distance ‘phone receiver stands.
and Messenger: president can sit at his desk, and talk
and with bis subordinates in Washingten or
sumner carry on a conversation with a: friend Ir
Lightfoot huad al- Denvern R :

ready visited the postoffice and rclur:xr:d; The raln prevented the president from
¥ . !playing tennis with his children
The secrelaries sorted the letters, of- | morning, but probably will not Intertere
: the newspapers and!with their horseback ride later in the
as ' day.

could be attended to on the spat'we!'ei:.l‘.c;'-
handed 1o, Assistant Secretary Barnes. ride. ¢
: that ruqu(rcd| Sceretary Loeb announces very em-
jon of the president phatically that the president w!ll re-
‘poive no visitors at Sagamore Hill this

The|

this

An ordinary rain does not dampen
Roosevelt ardor for a: horseback:

y N. Y,, MONDAY EVENING, JUNE 29, 1903

08

SUMMER CAPITOL AT
OYSTER BAY OPENS.

The new executive offices Were open- '

| ed for business by Becretary Loeb at |

8:33 this morning. = The Seer&l.ary|

.downifrom - their in the!
Thompeon coltage In thé midet of a
criving ralo etorms. Stenograpbers
Latta and Hiomaon and messen-
ger Ligbtfoot were already on
‘band apd without -any lornn.lmeui
the sommer’ capitol was opened,
Ligbtfoot had already visited. the!
Postoffice and returned with a big:
Pouch of mall, .

Becretary Loeb announces very |

receive no visltors at Bagamore
this symmer uniess appointment s

| business of the most pressing impor:-

 and Assletant Becretary Barnes drove /||

emphatically that the Presldent ﬁ:g} :

I tnade o advance apd thep only opon ||

)

THE BROOKLYN DALY EAGLE. NEW YORK. TUESDAY. ﬁmx»,is;.ibb(s.

_OvsTER Bay, N. Y., June 29.— || -

TURNING TO OYSTER BAY.

Sympathy With Mr. Roosevelt as to
Summer Quarters.
[From the Springfield Republican.)

They do say that there's no end of
[trouble In getllug t(he Tmmente \WHILE
House clerfcal forco and Secret Service
men any place to board and lodge the
coming summer In (AL Tustie ROIERGEF- 1
hood of Oyster Bay by the Sound.. Ngver
before hae tho problem ‘occurred. Bvery
otaer President before this extraordinary
“one-has-beon-able ‘to-got-atong  without a-
train of dependents. Bul Mr, Roosevell
has got te have clerks, stenographets,
telegraphers, telephone talkers — why,
there Is a new and novel, ‘and In fact |
fairly romantic body of royal trailers 0
be provided tor,

Aud In the face of this situation, tho
now hotel of Oyster Pay isn't ready; wwo
or three boarding Bouses have beon closed;
| the Thom cottage, where all the do-
endent  _beon wont to eat, Is noi

—

to he reoponad.
4 Then It really seems that Mr. Roosevelt |
has got to kocp houso for. himsolr~and-|
|| somehow provide for his host of servitors.
This 1s:too bad,

-
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James Thompson, Jr., became ill and died of cancer in 1908, but his wife Elizabeth was still

THE LONG-ISLANDER,

Friday, April 3, 1908

‘OYSTER BAY,

James Thompson, -the well known
oyster shipper, is quite ill at his home
on the Heights.

Web: New York, Find A Grave Index, 1664-2011 about

running the “Thompson cottage” on Anstice Street in the 1910
census. In 1912, it looks as though Elizabeth tried to sell the
Anstrice Street house in an auction, but she was listed in the 1915
census and in 1917 she was still living on Anstice. She sold off
many household items in 1917 as you can see in the auction
notice on next page. Elizabeth was still on Anstice

when the 1920 census was taken, although she had

Name: James Thompson
Birth Date: 15 juin 1847 (15 Jun 164 two very young temporary wards and a housekeeper.
Age ot Death: 60 The 1925 census is the last census where | find
Death Date:. 27 mai 1008 (27 May 1908 Elizabeth and it confirms that she had been living at 64
Burial Place:  Upper Brookville, Nassau County Anstice all these years, the same house that James
Vassau), New York, USA Thompson purchased in 1891.
URL:  http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-...

1910 Federal Census, Oyster Bay, NY: Elizabeth

Thompson boarding house Anstice Street, rows 27-31. There are no street numbers on this
census page, only number of family and house visited.

) DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND LABOR BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
f /THIRTEENTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES 1910 POPULATION
@’,;{A.;“g_sz_;g,{f‘ 7 al; x‘&“' A NAME OF INCOR?ORM:?,?_‘?_" m:;"‘—/’:,l_»“:,.:,,‘_..‘ .7,;......"’:-2 :-.:::--7 =
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SRz e /mé.fr.\, (Jratte. z;-lfi A2 %) p
24 % ¢ ///zudau/ ele vl
| @"‘/ ~” 71! 4
o) || L | Zi4 ﬁ
o | N | Doz . fatet? Al
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a| | 7” /om i _é@uda, 7'l
sl | Zoand Z S v e
ol _ Cnsied TIm s20.7. . .2
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| 3

1915 NYS Census, Oyster Bay, Anstice Street, no house number: Elizabeth Thompson, no

boarders.

| Lerrtobn sahll | Hogutr |2 |8 75| HJ.
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N SALES

the mnrketln‘ centre of th
boarding house or & sanitarfum,

The property can be uup«:c,d at any
premises,
.GALB RAIN OR QHINE.

VILLAQE REAL ESTATE AT AUCTION.
Albert Cheshire & Sons will sell per grder of tke undersigned on the premises,
ANsTlct 8T., OYSTER BAY, L. |. SBATURDAY, MAY 1B, 1912, at 4 P. M. Sharp.
This perly consists of aplot 150x200 teet. on which Is a three-story brlcx house
of 1§ rooms. bath, large attic and cellar, containing hot-air furpace. There ls B very
fine well of waler, all kinds of frult trees, and l po vine on the
This parcel ls nicely u!uted in centn
Long Island Sound; very nel:u -chu

T B~Ten per cent. of the nn:huo price and asuclioneers’ fees will bo re-
quired to be pald on day of sale. ulnmunorllduindwpotcenl.mu
remaln on bond and mortgage for a term of years.

rc& e. overloo E)nur Bay and
es, Long Island road Etation and
property would make an excellent home,

e by applring to the owoer on the
ELIZABETH THOMPSON,

Friday,- May 11,1917, THE LONG-ISLANDER.

PIANO. DINING AND BEDROOM FURNITURE, CHAIRB, TABLES, CROCKERY

AND GARDEN TOOLS AT AUCTION,

residence, an Anstico Strest in the vil
QYSTER BAY, L. I, MONDAY. MAY 14, 1917, AT 1 P. M. SHARP.

Plano, Ash D. R. Table, 8. w.n.mlo.om Stdeboard, Onk Stdeboant witk

mzblo(op,nOnkD R. Chafrs, B. W. Up. Ba! u.m'n.vgr U Chaln. leo:lk(‘ea!n

W. Desk and Chalr, !un Hu. Rack, Shaving 8 gany Borad,

Oak Bedstead, Bureay, Washstand, Towel Rack, Tollet Sots, B. W. Bodateur rizEe,
mluau'mmr quB.uMs.lronBeduud.!mm Bag

St i, T O Bl S8 tprogs BN o oy

i BV, Yualh S ' it Top L Oom G T UL o

mpiede, Sewing © es wn Mower, Ice Tongs an.

8aw, 'Ol Tank for boat, Cork Cumhions, Lot Qurk, Knlves, Plctures, Lamps, Matuns

3 (‘.‘yngo{’&tm Poles, Ladder, 3 Rakes, Picks, Crowtar Ooﬂeo uan. SSmyer. i.\‘;n

. Albert Cheshire & 8ons, Auclioneers, wl.lllsell for the undersignoed owner ol hee
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Finally in the 1925 census, we have a number for the house on Anstice Street, and it is 64;
Elizabeth had been living in the same house all those years following James’ death. There were
six people living at 64 Anstice in 1925 and there seem to be multiple “head” of household.
Elizabeth was 67 at this point.

1925 NYS Census, Oyster Bay, 64 Anstlce Street: Elizabeth Thompson
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