James Thompson, Jr.
Born: June 15, 1847, in County Monaghan, Ireland
Died: May 27, 1908, in Oyster Bay, NY
Married: Elizabeth Hendrickson of Upper Brookfield, NY (born June 21,
1857)
James Thompson was the third child and oldest boy born to James Thompson, Sr., and Martha
White. As his mother Martha was born in Drumgavny, Monaghan, Ireland, his parents married
in the Tullycorbet Parish church, and his father at that time worked in Carrickmacross as a
constable, James Junior was very probably born in that area. His obituary below makes proud
mention of having been born in Monaghan which is confirmed by the journal of his first cousin
William H Jackson, who wrote years later:
“James Thompson son of James Thompson and
Martha White was educated and brought up in
the County Monaghan. He came to Dublin 5
April, 1861 and went to Jacksons (a large
grocery store) of North East Street on the 8
April to serve three years to the grocery
business. Left Jacksons 25 Dec. 1862. Went to
Cherry & Shields, 40 Upper Sackville Street, 22
August, 1864.”

James eventually left Dublin and emigrated from Ireland to the US, where several Uncles, Great
Uncles, and cousins were already established. The Whites had
come to America as early as 1824 and according to the 1900
Federal Census, James arrived in 1866. In 1874 he married
Elizabeth Hendrickson, a native of Brookville, Long Island. But
James must have seen opportunity in the rich supplies of shellfish
in the bays and hamlets of Long Island. So he went back across
the Atlantic, to London, for a few years to build an import-export
business. Eventually, bushels of Long Island oysters were shipped
to the UK where they were sold. James was very successful at it.
This census below is from 1881 and shows James and Elizabeth
Thompson (first two rows) living in London in the St. Pancras area;
that was originally a parish around Oxford Street. In 1900 it
became a borough which is now called Camden. In 1881 the Thompsons lived in a flat or row
house on Camden Road.
1881 London Census, St. Pancras Parish, 3A Camden Road: James and Elizabeth Thompson
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Continuation of 1881 London Census, Thompsons in first two rows. James Thompson is listed
as an oyster merchant who was born in County Monaghan, Ireland, and Elizabeth in New York.

In 1881, James and Elizabeth were in London setting up their business. Then they returned to
Long Island and James began shipping oysters to Europe. When he bought a home in Oyster
Bay ten years later in 1891, the survey stated that James was living in College Point, NY, at the
time. In the northern part of Queens and on Long Island Sound, College Point was close to the
oyster suppliers there.
But James was buying oysters from growers in Oyster Bay as early as 1886, something that we
know from the newspaper clippings in the next pages. He did want to expand his business by
opening an oyster opening plant in Oyster Bay; perhaps that explains why he moved to Oyster
Bay in 1891. Or it may have been the ups and downs of oyster growing and ecosystems in the
Sound that forced him to leave College Point.
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The red dot on the left in this map is College Point and the other red dot is Oyster Bay. You can
see that they are both on the sound and not too far from each other, especially by water.

James and Elizabeth Thompson bought the home of Richard Sammis in Oyster Bay at 58-64
Anstice Street. The home was built in 1875 by Mr. Sammis and the design was described as 19th
century Italianate, but changed during construction as the French Second Empire style became
popular.
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Below: 1906 Nassau County Map from Oyster Bay Historical Society, Oyster Bay Detail – James
Thompson house (pink)

Below: Oyster Bay today. The George
Thompson house (no relation) is
number 27 on map.

1906 –Note George Thompson property top right corner
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It’s interesting also to note the George Thompson
property in the upper right corner of the larger
Oyster Bay map. This George Thompson (no relation
to our family) rented his home out in the summer of
1906 to the Warrens of New York. Unfortunately,
they brought a cook too, Mary Mallon, the infamous
Typhoid Mary, so called because of the disease that
she carried. She is said to have infected 51 people,
three of whom died. Mary was there the summer of
1906 during James Thompson’s time in Oyster Bay,
working a couple of blocks away from his own home
on Anstice Street.
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The photos of the Sammis/Thompson house in 1900 and in 2000, seen on previous pages, come
from the Oyster Bay Historical Society. They tell us that James Thompson used the honorific
title of “Captain” and was known as “The Seafood King.” And it’s no wonder; he had multiple
local suppliers, was very well known as an exporter of oysters to Europe, and employed men in
his oyster opening plant in Oyster Bay. James and Elizabeth moved to the house on Anstice
Street in Oyster Bay in 1891, but the dates on some of these newspaper clippings show that he
had partnered with Oyster Bay growers for several years before that.
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After building his seafood export business in London and College Point, James and Elizabeth
purchased the home of Richard Sammis on Anstice Street, Oyster Bay, NY in 1891. We find
them there in the 1900 census in rows 20 and 21. James told us that he was born in 1847 in
Ireland and came to the US in 1866. He called himself an oyster dealer.
1900 Federal Census, Oyster Bay, Anstice St.; James and Elizabeth Thompson. There are no
house numbers here, only family and dwelling number in order visited.

Elizabeth’s mother, Annie M Hendrickson, was living with the
Thompsons in 1900. She was a widow at this time, and although it’s
hard to read in the census, it tells us that Annie’s father was born in
Newfoundland, Canada, an area with a long history of cod fishing by
the English and Europeans, but Annie’s mother was born in New
York. Annie herself married, had two children and ended up in
Brookville, Long Island. She died November 26, 1904, and is buried
in Brookville Cemetery, Nassau County, with her daughter Elizabeth
and James Thompson.

12

Oyster Bay 1900: the James Thompson oyster business is number 35 in the detail map below.

Detail
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Teddy Roosevelt in Oyster Bay
To Theodore Roosevelt, 26th President of the
United States, the Oyster Bay area was home.
He and his wife Edith and six children
frequented their Victorian cottage, Sagamore
Hill, in the summertime so that it served as an
unofficial “White House” during the years of his
Presidency 1902 – 1908. It just happened that
that was the same time James Thompson lived
in Oyster Bay, so James would have seen the
President out and about in town.

Some Washington politicians disliked the fact that
so much business was carried on at Sagamore
during the summer months, and the Puck cartoon
in the next pages suggests and mocks ways Teddy
could settle international disputes by inviting world
leaders to Sagamore Hill. But the people of Oyster
Bay loved the excitement.
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James Thompson, Jr., was definitely acquainted with President Roosevelt, and one of James’
obituaries even calls them friends.
Certainly James knew the President’s
staff very well. He rented them rooms
regularly and fed them too
throughout those years of Roosvelt’s
presidency, until James’ illness and
death in 1908. The 1903 articles below describe a cosy scene during a storm when James was
almost hit by lightning in the “Thompson cottage” while chatting with them.
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James Thompson, Jr., became ill and died of cancer in 1908, but his wife Elizabeth was still
running the “Thompson cottage” on Anstice Street in the 1910
census. In 1912, it looks as though Elizabeth tried to sell the
Anstrice Street house in an auction, but she was listed in the 1915
census and in 1917 she was still living on Anstice. She sold off
many household items in 1917 as you can see in the auction
notice on next page. Elizabeth was still on Anstice
when the 1920 census was taken, although she had
two very young temporary wards and a housekeeper.
The 1925 census is the last census where I find
Elizabeth and it confirms that she had been living at 64
Anstice all these years, the same house that James
Thompson purchased in 1891.
1910 Federal Census, Oyster Bay, NY: Elizabeth
Thompson boarding house Anstice Street, rows 27-31. There are no street numbers on this
census page, only number of family and house visited.

1915 NYS Census, Oyster Bay, Anstice Street, no house number: Elizabeth Thompson, no
boarders.
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1920 Federal Census, Oyster Bay, NY, Anstice Street, no house number: Elizabeth Thompson,
wards and housekeeper.
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Finally in the 1925 census, we have a number for the house on Anstice Street, and it is 64;
Elizabeth had been living in the same house all those years following James’ death. There were
six people living at 64 Anstice in 1925 and there seem to be multiple “head” of household.
Elizabeth was 67 at this point.
1925 NYS Census, Oyster Bay, 64 Anstice Street: Elizabeth Thompson
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