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Editorial

While Ed Magnani’s article on TR’s
inauguration rightfully takes center
stage in reminding us that 2001
marks the centennial of that auspi-
cious event, we here at The Freehold-
er are quietly celebrating a much
humbler anniversary: the end of our
fifth year of publication!

We still have a lot of history to
cover, so we expect the magazine to
be around for a while yet. However,

this being a member-driven vehicle,
it will only keep rolling with help
from you, our readers. Send in your
comments, thoughts, and stories.

I am indebted to the many authors
who have furnished the articles that
have filled these pages over the years,
especially my contributing editors.
Special thanks must go to Harry
Dickran of Levon Graphics, without
whom The Freeholder would not be
possible.
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ABOUT OUR FRONT COVER

Rocco Florio and his son Angelo are shown in the
family shoe repair shop on South Street in 1928.
|Though the rear of the building had originally been
\built as a dwelling in the 1830s, and the retail shops
in front were only added in the early 20th century,
the complex was known to generations of Oyster

2001 edition of your magazine. I refer Bay residents as the “Florio Building” until its

to the terms on the left hand side,
namely #3 “cwt” and #4 ‘“hundred
weight.” Unless I’'m mistaken, “cwt” is
the abbreviation for “hundredweight!”

I trust that in future you will steer clear
of such monkeyshines!
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Ed. Note: We would like to apologize to
Mr. Ed Jones for the fact that his name
was inadvertently left off the end of his
letter which appeared in this space in the
Winter 2001 Freeholder.

To the Editor:

As a long-time avid reader of The Free-
holder (which I read cover to cover, by the
way), I was disappointed that you would
stoop to such shenanigans as to place a
trick question in the midst of the “Test
Your Knowledge” section of the Winter
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Robert Pomeroy
Dear Mr. Pomeroy:

Would that I could claim that the “trick ques-
tion” to which you refer was intentional on
our part, rather than the lamentable fact that
we goofed! Oh my, two gaffes in the same
issue, heads are sure to roll among the edito-
rial staff of The Freeholder!

To the Editor:
I just received the Winter issue and as a
former member of the Board of the His-

demise in 1999 (Historical Society Collections).

torical Society of the Massapequas, I
wanted to commend you for letting the
readers of The Freeholder know about
the situation down at the Old Grace
Church.

The whole future of the Historical Soci-
ety would be in jeopardy should the
church decide to go forward with their
plans to expand the cemetery south of the
front of the church. As you know, the
Society depends on the money raised at
such events as the Strawberry Festival to
stay afloat. If the area on which such
events are run is taken up by the cemetery,
a large portion of the Society’s revenues
will dry up.

continued on p. 23



Aside from Theodore Roosevelt,

Oyster Bay's most famous resi-
dent was probably his contempo-
rary, Mary Mallon. Unlike the
President, Miss Mallon came
from a much lower social class -
she was a domestic servant. This
is one reason for the unfamiliar
sound of her name since, like all
good servants, she was almost
totally invisible to the outside
world. In spite of her seeming
anonymity, you may be familiar
with Mary Mallon under her
other, better-known, name:
"Typhoid Mary." This young
cook, whose nickname became a
watchword for all that is dirty and
unsanitary, got her start here in
Oyster Bay in 1906.

The history of domestic service
in Oyster Bay goes back to the
town's earliest days. If it was a
typical community for the times,
perhaps one-third of all immi-
grants to Oyster Bay arrived as
servants. Early town records indi-
cate that Oyster Bay supported a
large number of servants, includ-
ing slaves, part-time domestic
workers, and indentured servants.
As early as 1722, a census of
Oyster Bay village listed forty-
one men, twenty-seven women,
seventeen boys and twenty-six
girls as "Negro and Indian
slaves." Records on other cate-
gories of servants are more diffi-
cult to track, since members of
these categories enjoyed much
greater mobility and hope for
advancement. Still, glimpses of a
servant's life occasionally peek
through the cracks in the histori-
cal record.

Writing in her diary between
1768 and 1773, Mary Cooper
recorded that she employed the
services of several types of

by Andrew C. Batten

domestic workers. Neighbors,
especially young people, came to
the house to assist with various
domestic chores. Phebe Weeks
spent three days at the Cooper
house sewing, and a man named
Israel spent a day splitting wood
for the fireplaces. What remains
unclear is the exact status of these
"day laborers." Were they itiner-
ant servants or, more probably,
were they simply local people
supplementing their income
through odd jobs?

The Cooper family was also
known to have owned slaves.
Records indicate that, as early as
1755, the Coopers had four slaves
(referred to euphemistically as
"our people") working their land.
In her diary entry of November
18, 1772, Mary Cooper wrote: "I
was mighty angry this morning
because our people did not bring
in the pumpkins and they are all
froze and spoiled."

Another local family that relied
on slave labor were the
Townsends, prosperous mer-
chants who made their home in
the center of town. The Townsend
family, in addition to their ship-
ping business, owned more than
three hundred acres of farmland
and pasturage. A crew of five
slaves tilled the land
and cared for the
livestock. This
arrangement lasted |
at least until 1790, §
when Samuel |
Townsend died. This |
was curious in that |
the Townsends were |
Quakers, and slav-
ery was very much
against church
teaching by the
1790s. By this time

many northern Quakers had vol-
untarily freed their slaves, and
some congregations would read
slaveholders out of their meet-
ings. It is not clear what sanc-
tions, if any, Samuel Townsend
and his family faced for their
continued reliance on slaves.

The advent of the 19th century
brought a shift in the composition
of Oyster Bay's servant popula-
tion. The abolition of slavery in
New York in 1809, the decline of
indentured servitude, and a large
influx of immigrants all played a
part in this change. It was now
time for a new type of domestic
service to come to the fore. This
new trend reached its zenith in
the second half of the 19th centu-
ry, when a seemingly endless
supply of cheap foreign labor
made domestic servants afford-
able for many Americans.

Whereas slaves and indentured
servants had been an expense
beyond the means of most 18th
century New Yorkers, domestic
servants now became a realistic
possibility for the middle class.
Books aimed at young homemak-
ers encouraged couples living on
at least two thousand dollars per
year to engage at least one live-in
servant, and more as improving

The Cooper House in Cove Neck, c. 1770.
Drawing by John Collins




circumstances allowed.

This new-found affordability
was made possible by a severely
restricted pay scale. Housemaids,
laundresses and other domestics
earned between two and three
dollars per week in the 1860s,
while a skilled cook might
demand up to ten dollars in week-
ly wages. Even when the addi-
tional expense of room and board
was calculated, a servant could
still be had at an annual cost of
under two hundred dollars. In
Oyster Bay, as in the rest of urban
and suburban America, this led to
an explosion in the number of
domestic servants. By 1870,
some estimates indicate that as
many as one in four households
in the northeastern United States
employed servants, and perhaps
one in eight nationwide. Domes-
tic servants now composed eight
percent of the entire American
workforce, and included fifty
percent of all women employed
outside the home. Servants had
become an indispensable part of
the American scene.

Many of these new domestic
workers came from Ireland.
Young, poor and well acquainted
with hard work, the Irish became
the obvious first choice for the
new servant class. This was not,
however, without its drawbacks.
Ethnic prejudice and religious
differences tended to stereotype
the Irish servants, and many
Americans disparaged their talent
and dedication. This showed
itself in the fashion for jokes
about "Bridgets," that name
being emblematic for all servants
in many Americans' minds.
"Bridgets," it was thought, were
ignorant, lazy, and might even
perpetrate such things as clandes-
tine baptisms of Protestant
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babies.

Here in Oyster Bay, the ethnic
composition of the domestic ser-
vants certainly seems to have
been typical. At Raynham Hall,
home to a new generation of the
Townsend family in the 1860s,
five servants were kept busy
maintaining the household. Three
young Irish women, Elizabeth
Lee, Catherine Moon, and Mary
Shannon, worked as cooks and
housemaids. Michael Conlin,
another Irish immigrant, tended
the garden. Confirming their fear
of the "Bridget" stereotype, the
Townsends' nanny was an Ameri-
can, Sarah Hunt. Together, this
team of hardworking domestics
cooked, cleaned, did laundry and
ironed for the household. They
beat the rugs, polished the silver,
pruned the hedges and ensured
that all twenty-five rooms were
neat and well-kept.

The life of a Victorian domestic
servant was rigidly bound both
by precedent and circumstances.
Servants typically worked six and
a half days per week, leaving lit-
tle time for relaxation. Even in
their free time, a strict code of
conduct was enforced. Servants
were not to use the front door or
be seen in the garden. Off-duty,
they were restricted to sitting
either in their bedrooms or the
kitchen. Most importantly,
female servants were forbidden
to have male "followers" upon
pain of dismissal.

All of this structure, coupled
with hard work and poor wages,
meant that most servants did not
stay long with any one employer.
Disagreements over wages and
the lingering effects of ethnic and
class differences compelled many
servants to move on regularly.
The average term for a domestic

servant was no more than two
years. After this some married,
others took more lucrative work
in industry, and still others moved
on to another domestic position.
One notable exception to this
pattern of discontented servants
and difficult employers comes
from Oyster Bay's most famous
resident, Theodore Roosevelt.
Although born and raised in the
patrician tradition, Roosevelt and
his family seem to have escaped
some of the prevailing attitudes
of their social class. The Roo-
sevelt home at Sagamore Hill
employed a large staff of maids,
cooks and groundskeepers, many
of them Irish immigrants, yet
they defied all expectations in
many ways. The staff was singu-
larly devoted, with one cook
remaining on staff for more than
thirty years, and their devotion
was gratefully recognized.
Something of Roosevelt's atti-
tude towards his employees can
be glimpsed in their fond recol-
lections of their time in his
employ. One servant, James
Amos, wrote a moving tribute to
his old employer in the book
"Theodore Roosevelt: A Hero To
His Valet." Noting Roosevelt's
unassuming nature toward his
employees, Amos recorded an
amusing vignette from 1908.
James Duthie, a gardener on
Roosevelt's estate, was serving as
Acting Master of Matinecock
Masonic Lodge, of which Roo-
sevelt was a member. As Amos
writes:
He [Roosevelt] used to go
to meetings occasionally.
He enjoyed going there as
a simple member and tak-
ing a back seat while his
gardener sat in the seat of
authority and presided
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The Thompson House, location of the typhoid outbreak fomented by Mary
Mallon in the summer of 1906.The site is now occupied by the
Administration Building of the Oyster Bay-East Norwich School District.

[over the meeting].

Moving from Oyster Bay's most
famous to most infamous resi-
dents, we arrive at the sad case of
Mary Mallon. In many ways she
conformed exactly to the stan-
dards of her time and station. She
had been born in Ireland in 1869,
immigrating to America as a
teenager. She soon found work as
a domestic, working her way up
gradually to the more desirable
position of cook. Like most ser-
vants, she moved around quite
frequently: 1900, Mamaroneck;
1901, New York City; 1902, Dark
Harbor, Maine; 1904, Sands
Point; 1906, Oyster Bay.

Mary Mallon came to work in
Oyster Bay in the summer of
1906, when a position for cook
came open with the Charles War-
ren family. The Warrens were
renting the home of Mr. and Mrs.
George Thompson for the season,
and they employed Mary as a
member of their large domestic
staff. Miss Mallon came well rec-
ommended, once even earning a
bonus from a grateful employer
for helping nurse her through a
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bout with typhoid. Little had her
employer suspected that her nurse
had also been the agent of infec-
tion, as the Warren family would
soon discover.

The first household member
became ill in late August, when
one of the Warren children con-
tracted typhoid fever. Before
summer was over, three of Mary's
fellow servants quickly suc-
cumbed as well - two maids and a
gardener - followed shortly by
Mrs. Warren herself. By then, as
was her habit, Mary Mallon had
moved on to another household,
but her days of anonymity were at
an end.

The Thompson family, owners
of the home in which the Warrens
spent their ill-fated summer vaca-
tion, commissioned an investiga-
tion of the typhoid outbreak. The
search was eventually narrowed
down to one suspected means of
transmission: Mary Mallon. By
now working for a family on Park
Avenue, Mary Mallon was identi-
fied to the authorities as the prob-
able cause of at least twenty-six
cases of typhoid. Interestingly,

but not surprisingly, the majority
of those stricken had been Mary's
fellow servants. Brought together
in small, cramped quarters and
compelled to work closely for six
and a half days per week, it is lit-
tle wonder that disease might eas-
ily be transmitted between ser-
vants.

Mary Mallon herself, like most
of her class, was quickly lost to
history but, as "Typhoid Mary,"
her legend outlasted her. The
author remembers being admon-
ished by his mother to wash his
hands before lunch, "Because
you are as dirty as Typhoid
Mary." Mary Mallon's legend
also outlasted the heyday of
domestic service here in Oyster
Bay. Servants' wages, stagnant
for nearly half a century, finally
began to increase in the early
20th century. The lure of industri-
al jobs with higher pay and short-
er hours also caused a drain on
the reserve of willing servants.
These, coupled with improve-
ments in laborsaving devices like
washing machines and vacuum-
cleaners, eventually led to the
decline of the domestic servant.
After more than two hundred and
fifty years, the age of live-in ser-
vants was almost completely over
in Oyster Bay.

Today, domestic servants make
up only a tiny fraction of the pop-
ulation in our area. Their place
has been taken by machines and
by outside services, like restau-
rants and drycleaners. Still, the
history they created lives on in
historic sites like Sagamore Hill
and Raynham Hall and in collec-
tive memory and folklore, like
the infamous Typhoid Mary.



OYSTER BAY'S HISTORIC

The Long Island Rail Road's
turntable, located east of the now
unused station building, has been
landmarked as an engineering
structure of historic significance.
In the days of steam it was but
one of many that were on the
Island and elsewhere. At the end
of every branch of the Long
Island Rail Road, and at any
intermediate point where runs
were usually terminated, a
turntable was required to point a
locomotive in the right direction.
For those unfamiliar with these
mechanical devices, rare in
today's world but commonplace
in years gone by, the following
article may be of interest.

Like an automobile, a steam
engine can be operated in reverse
as well as forward. Again, like an
automobile, it runs best and
safest, when operated in a for-
ward direction. As always there
are exceptions to every rule and
certain  locomotives  were
designed to operate equally well
in either direction. One example
is the tank engine which had
reservoirs surrounding the boiler
for a supply of water and a
bunker for coal behind the cab,
thereby eliminating the need for a
tender. The tender was a sepa-
rate, auxiliary vehicle which car-
rying coal (or oil) and water and
was hauled behind the locomo-

by Walter Karppi

tive.

Another solution was to equip
the rear of the tender with a head-
light, a pilot (cowcatcher) and
classification lights. The tender's
coal bunker would usually be off-
set towards the fireman's side to
improve the engineer's line of
sight when operating in reverse.
Locomotives of these types were
capable of operating with equal
facility in either direction. These
engines were usually designed
for specialized services such as
hauling commuter trains, local
freights and switching (shunting)
operations.

The major-
ity of
engines,
however,
were loco-
motives that
carried their
coal and
water in a
separate ten-
der. There
had to be
s o m e
method of
turning them so they could oper-
ate in the proper, forward direc-
tion. The three methods devel-
oped were the wye, the loop and
the turntable. By far the turntable
was the most widely used but the
other two deserve a brief men-

TURNTABLE

tion.

The wye, or "Y", is illustrated in
Fig. 1. The train enters from "A"
and proceeds to Station "B".
Prior to departure, it would go in
reverse up leg "C" and pull out
back to "A" headed in the right
direction. It would then back up
to Station "B" until ready to
leave, now headed in the right
(forward) direction. There is, or
was, an example of a "Y" track
layout at the Montauk Point ter-
minal of the LIRR. If it still

exists it may or may not still be in
use.

Although loops were found
mostly on trolley (Light Rail in
today's terminology) and rapid
transit lines they also existed on
railroads. There are two locations
in New York City where "loops"
exist today and are in daily use.
They are located at the Sunnyside
Yards in Long Island City and
Grand Central Terminal, Manhat-
tan. A typical loop is illustrated
in Fig 2.

At Grand Central several of the
westernmost tracks, on both the
upper and lower levels, do not
terminate at the end of the plat-
forms as do the majority of the
rest. Certain trains, after unload-
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ing their passengers, will board
new passengers for their next run.
They continue through a tunnel
(that curves to the left when fac-
ing south) out of sight to most
travelers, making a 180 degree
turn, thereby reversing their
direction, emerging and connect-
ing to the easterly tracks facing
north.

The vast Sunnyside, Queens
yards are used for the storage and
cleaning of both AMTRAK and
New Jersey Transit (NJT) passen-
ger trains between runs. The
yards are nestled within a large
multi-track loop that begins south
of the joint AMTRAK/LIRR
tracks as they emerge from the
East River tunnels. The tracks
proceed downgrade to a point just
west of "Harold" tower then
curve under the LIRR tracks and
emerge, facing back towards the
East River, to feed into the many
yard tracks.

When the Pennsylvania Rail-
road designed and constructed
the East River tunnels, almost a
century ago, the loop was an inte-
gral part of their scheme. Trains
arriving at Penn Station from the
south and west, through the tun-
nels under the Hudson River,
would unload their passengers
then continue forward to Sunny-
side where they would proceed
around the loop into the yards.
They would be serviced, stored
and be facing in the right direc-
tion to proceed to Penn Station
for their next run. This concept
vastly improved the capacity of
the station by eliminating the
many back up moves that would
have been required had the stor-
age facilities been located in New
Jersey.

The big advantage of both the

loop and the wye are that it is
possible to turn an entire train -
not just the locomotive alone. To
turn a train on a turntable, meant
that each car to be reversed had to
be placed on the turntable, rotat-
ed 180 degrees and then removed
from the table. The disadvan-
tages of loops and wyes are that
they occupy a large amount of
land and require the maintenance
of tracks and switches. A rail-
road, like the Long Island of yes-
teryear, needed turning facilities
at many points.

Turntables preceded railroads
by many years as having original-
ly been designed for use in mines
and quarries. Stone and coal
were transported in small cars, or
trams, propelled by hand or ani-
mal. Before the development of
track switches (turnouts) the
turntable allowed these cars to be
shifted from one track to another.

Around the year 1714 one of the
earliest known turntables was
constructed at the Palace of Ver-
sailles of King Louis XIV as part
of a miniature railway. This was
for the entertainment of members
of his court who sat in cars
pushed by servants. In 1804 they
were being used at the London
Docks and Plymouth Breakwater
Railway in England. They were
used to move stone from quarries
to construction sites.

The first "modern" railway
turntable appeared in 1842 on the
Sheffield & Rotherham Railway
in England. Power was manual
and applied to a crank handle
engaging toothed gearing. The
early history of turntables in
America is not too well known
but the first one documented was
constructed in 1826 for the horse-
drawn Granite Railway in Massa-
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chusetts. By 1873 more than
thirty patents had been issued for
them.

These various designs gradual-
ly evolved into three principal
types: the cantilever (center-bal-
anced), the articulated (center
hinged), and the continuous gird-
er (three point design). All types
were used but the continuous
girder gradually became the stan-
dard design used by all railroads.
The feature they all had in com-
mon was that they consisted of a
pair of rails mounted on a bridge
which straddled an excavated pit.
Fanning out, from the edges of
the pit, were one, or more, tracks
which would line up with the rails
on the table as it was turned to
meet them.

Briefly, the center-balanced
type was the earliest developed
and required a table greater than
the equipment being turned. This
extra length was needed to allow
the correct positioning of the
equipment being turned. It con-
sisted of a bridge mounted on a
center pivot with its ends sup-
ported by wheels to take the
weight of the equipment as it
moved on and off. Care had to be
taken when positioning an engine
and its tender on this type table to
insure an equal distribution of
weight.

This tipping, as equipment was
moved on and off, resulted in
stress and wear to both the center
pivot and end wheels disrupting
the meeting of the bridge and
track rails. The articulated design
hinged the table at the center
pivot point allowing one end of
the table to be depressed inde-
pendently without raising the
other end. This relieved stress on
the center pivot.



The continuous girder design
finally became the standard used
by almost all railroads. This con-
sisted of a table made of 2 paral-
lel rigid girders straddling a pit.
Supported by a center pivot and,
at each end, by a set of powered
wheels riding upon a circular
track at the bottom of the pit, this
design was able to accommodate
heavier loads. Pits themselves
were initially simply unlined
excavations in the ground that
were later lined with timber, fol-
lowed by steel and finally by con-
crete, which became the standard.
While most were in the open
some early models, in the North-
west and Canada, had sheds over
them to keep them from being
buried in snow.

Early models were rotated by
animal or manpower, giving a lit-
eral meaning to the name "Arm-
strong" turntable. Some used
compressed air supplied by the

geared to wheels at one end.

Generally, turntables were
accompanied by locomotive serv-
icing facilities. At a minimum
there would be a coaling (or fuel
oil) facility, a supply of water, an
ash pit and a one track shed if
overnight storage was required.
At the other end of the scale were
enormous roundhouses having
multiple tracks. There were a few
sitess where the roundhouse
almost completely surrounded
the table. Most sites, however,
fell somewhere between these
two extremes. The Baltimore &
Ohio's Mt. Claire facility has the
turntable located in the center of
the roundhouse. The building is
now the B&O Railroad Museum
and may be visited in Baltimore,
MD.

The largest turntable in this
country was used by the Union
Pacific Railroad out west and was
135 feet long to accommodate

early, short turntables were
lengthened in later years to meet
the demand of larger, heavier
equipment.

The shortest operating railroad
turntable, at least to this writer's
knowledge, is in daily use at the
Riverside Shops of Boston's
"Green Line". Located in New-
ton, Massachusetts, this modern
facility is fully equipped to serv-
ice and repair all of the light rail
vehicles (trolleys) 1in use.
Approximately ten feet in diame-
ter, this turntable is used to
remove and replace the power
trucks under the units.

When servicing is needed a car
is positioned so one of its trucks
is on the center of the table. After
the car is jacked up and the truck
disconnected it can be rolled off
in any of three directions. A new,
or reconditioned, truck can then
be rolled under the car, recon-
nected to the car, and the car

The small turntable at the former Jakobson's Shipyard; boats would be hauled out of the water
along the marine railway and would then be directed via the turntable to one or the
other of two repair shops located south of West End Avenue.

locomotive and eventually elec-
trically powered motors were
adopted. The Danbury Railroad
Museum's turntable is rotated by
means of a gasoline engine
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their "Big Boy" locomotives.
Most turntables were consider-
ably smaller - no larger than the
longest locomotive the road
expected to own. Many of the

'y
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lowered ready to reenter service.

Many shipyards needed turnta-
bles as a necessary adjunct to
their marine railway operations.
An example of one such is still
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visible at the former Jakobson's
Shipyard. Located just south of
West End Avenue, when
approaching Beekman Beach, it
can be located by following the
rails of the defunct marine rail-
way. Illustrated by Fig. 3 it is
interesting in that it is only half of
a turntable or, to be more precise,
a turntable straddling two quad-
rants.

When a large boat or ship
required maintenance a carriage
would be run out on the tracks of
the marine railway, which contin-
ued underwater, where it would
be positioned under the vessel.
Once secured the vehicle would
be hauled out of the water by
tractor or winch and positioned
on the half turntable. After the
table was turned ninety degrees
(its maximum rotation) the car-
riage and the ship it carried could
be moved either west or east to
one of the two workshop build-
ings located there.

The City of Danbury (Con-
necticut) is a pleasant hour and a
half journey from Oyster Bay and
its Railway Museum is a glimpse

of what Oyster Bay's Rail Muse-
um could look like in the future.
There are more similarities than
differences between the two.
Both are active termini of com-
muter lines (Metro-North and
LIRR) operated under the aus-
pices of the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority (MTA). Both
have had redundant station build-
ings, unused turntables, tracks
and equipment turned over to
them.

Danbury's Museum has indoor
exhibits in its station building as
well as outdoor on its many dis-
play tracks. During the year it
plays host to such special events
as Easter Bunny Trains, Railfan
Weekend, Thomas the Tank
Engine Days, Haunted Hal-
loween, Santa Claus, and various
rail excursions. Also offered are
train, caboose, engine and
turntable rides. Having visited
the museum several times in the
past I can report that the events
were well attended by well-
behaved individuals and families.
Especially enjoyed by both adults
and children were the turntable

rides.

Oyster Bay is blessed with two
(or at least one and a half) turnta-
bles and an attractive, usable sta-
tion building at the end of an
operating seven day a week rail-
road. These facilities are bound-
ed on the north by the beautiful
Teddy Roosevelt Memorial Park
along the shores of our exquisite
bay. To the south lies the attrac-
tive village of Oyster Bay itself
with its many fine shops, restau-
rants and historic sites such as
Raynham Hall and the Earle-
Wightman House.

At the center of all this is our
very own turntable - ready to turn
the heads of adult visitors from
all parts of the country and all
over the world. The younger in
age (and spirit) can, hopefully,
enjoy a spin on this unusual
"Merry-Go-Round." The future
of Oyster Bay is to preserve the
past which will make the present
economically viable.

Reference: TRAINS Magazine, July,
1995 "Locomotive Merry Go
Round" by James Alexander Jr.
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Dear Uncle Peleg:

The other day somebody talking
about the Congress's considera-
tion of tax cuts said to me, "They
should stop fooling around and
get down to brass tacks." I
enjoyed the small play on words
but I couldn't help but wonder
what the source of the expression
"get down to brass tacks" was.
Can you tell me?

Albert Ladore

Not with certainty. There have
been a number of suggestions as
to the basis of the expression.
Here are what I think are the like-
liest possibilities. In the mercers’
shops of an earlier day the meas-

ure for fabrics was not a tape
or a yard stick but a series of
tacks in line along the counter
on which the materials were
displayed to the customer. The
bright heads of the tacks were
set at the various lengths that
might be needed to determine
the amount of the dry goods
desired by the customer. What
our expression meant was,
"Let's finish bargaining, cut a
deal and measure the materi-
al." Possible. But your uncle

feels a more likely explanation is

that brass tacks was a bit of Eng-
lish rhyming slang and the
expression means, “Let's skip the
palaver and get down to the

facts.”

Dear Uncle Peleg,

What is the basic meaning of the
term, "Galley West," as in the
expression, "It knocked me Gal-
ley West?" As you can see, I have
a personal stake in finding out its
origin!

Carl West

Uncle Peleg draws a blank on this
one. Although I've seen several
suggestions that Gally West is a
corruption of an English dialect
phrase “colly-west” none of them

gave the
meaning  or
source of
colly-west
leaving us not
with an expla-
nation but a
second puzzle.
Dear Uncle
Peleg,

I was chal-
lenged the
other day to

explain the phrases Occam's
Razor, Morton's Fork and Schro-
dinger's Cat. I couldn't. Was my
leg being pulled or do the terms
actually ~mean  something?
Patty Mulholland

While not likely to pop up in ordi-
nary conversation these expres-
sions are not leg pulls but com-
pletely significant terms.
“Occam's Razor” is the name of
a principle suggested by William
of Occam, a 14th Century cleric
and logician. Its basic meaning
is, more or less, if two theories
compete as the explanation of a
question, the simpler one is the
better.

“Morton's Fork” is a principle
propounded by John Morton,
Lord Chancellor of England and
later Archbishop of Canterbury

Jor the use of the King's tax gath-

erers. It said in effect that if the
hospitality shown the King on a
visit was economical it showed
the host was saving money and
thus could well afford a large tax
demand. If the hospitality was
generous, that showed that the
host was well off and could afford
a large tax demand. Nowadays
the term is used by bridge players

for a stratagem by which an

opponent is offered two choices
of play, either of which will prove

fatal.

“Schrodinger's Cat” is a way of
understanding something about
Quantum Mechanics. It never
occurred to me or the people who
educated me that I would need to
know anything about Quantum
Mechanics and I don't. So I will
simply say the term is meaningful
and if you want to know more
about it you have a clue as to
where to start.



CURRENTS OF THE BAY

This section focuses on the doings of local historical societies, museums, and communities in the Town of
Oyster Bay and its neighbors. Upcoming special events, exhibits, lectures and tours are featured, so send
your submissions to the Editor if you would like to see your events covered in The Freeholder.

SOCIETY INVITES ALL
TO ATTEND JUNE 15
ANNUAL MEETING

Join your friends at the Oyster
Bay Historical Society for the
Society’s annual meeting on Fri-
day evening, June 15. Featured
will be a riveting illustrated pro-
gram on Cold War-era Nike mis-
sile sites in the metropolitan area.

Donald E. Bender, our guest
lecturer that evening, is the prin-
cipal of Cold War Research, a
historic preservation consulting
firm specializing in former Cold
War era military sites. His work
involving former Cold War sites
on Long Island has been featured
in the New York Times and News-
day, as well as on WNBC-TV
and the History Channel. He is
also the founder of the Montauk
Radar Preservation Group which
seeks to restore a massive early
warning radar abandoned by the
Air Force at its Montauk base and
to develop historical materials
promoting greater knowledge of
its once important role.

The lecture will take place at
the Doubleday-Babcock Senior
Center, East Main Street, Oyster
Bay, and will begin promptly at 8
p.m. Admission is free and
refreshments will be served fol-
lowing the lecture. Join us for an
informative and entertaining
program that all will enjoy!

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SETS SCHEDULE FOR
FALL EXHIBIT, EVENTS
by Madeline Bonasia

The Oyster Bay Historical Soci-
ety is working on “The Twentieth
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Century Heritage Series: The
Italian Immigrant Experience in
Oyster Bay.” To recreate these
times, Director Thomas Kuehhas
is audiotaping and videotaping
interviews with members of Ital-
ian-American families who have
lived in the Oyster Bay and Glen
Cove area for generations. How-
ever, he is also interested in
speaking to more recent Italian
immigrants as well.

These interviews will become
the focal point of a multimedia
exhibition at the Historical Soci-
ety’s museum at 20 Summit
Street in Oyster Bay. Photographs
and artifacts would be greatly
appreciated as exhibit co-curator
Maureen Monck would like to
present a detailed and accurate
picture of the history and culture
of these immigrants.

Along with the exhibition, a
series of events has been planned.
Included in the series are lec-

tures, roundtable discussions, and
performances. Special attention
will be given to the daily life of
[talians living in the area: where
they worked, their homes, their
culture, traditions, food, music,
religious affiliations and political
activities.

The series of events will enable
[talian-Americans to relive their
heritage. the exhibition will have
photos of many family businesses
in the hamlet, the connection
between the families in the area,
and the celebration of religious
feasts in the home, church, and
community, for example the
annual St. Rocco Feast held in
Oyster Bay.

A tentative schedule of events
has been drawn up and consists
of the following:

Sunday, Oct. 7 - Cocktail party at
the waterfront home of Marie-
Claire Pittis

Sunday, Oct. 21 - Roundtable dis-

Participants in the procession leading to thel931 St. Rocco Feast
gather on Audrey Avenue, near the present-day post office.
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cussion on “The Rise of the Ital-
ian-American Politician,” which
will give a greater understanding
as to the many Italian surnames
in town, county, and state govern-
ment, followed by the opening of
the exhibition and reception at
the museum.
Wednesday, Oct. 31 - Exclusive
guided tour of the Gold Coast
estate house and grounds (with
wine-tasting), along with a buffet
lunch, at the rarely-seen Banfi
headquarters in Old Brookville.
Saturday, Nov. 10 - Abbondanza,
a celebration of Italian food, wine
and culture which will feature the
cuisines of the different regions
of Italy, as well as popular music
and opera.
Sunday, Nov. 18 - Roundtable
discussion at St. Dominic R.C.
Church will focus on “The
Catholic Church and the Italian
Family.”A reception in the beau-
tiful Silveri Center will follow.

Take advantage of this opportu-
nity to keep your Italian heritage
alive by contacting Mr. Kuehhas
and Ms. Monck at (516)922-5032
with your stories, your memories,
your photographs and any arti-
facts representative of those
times.

Corporate as well as individual

sponsors are needed
to fund this ambi-
tious  undertaking.
For a listing of spon-
sorship  opportuni-
ties, call Tom Kue-
hhas.

SOCIETY TO
HOST
GARDEN PARTY
AND LECTURE

The Oyster Bay &
Historical  Society
invites you to join us
for a garden party
and lecture on the K&
“History of Old Gar- |
den Roses,” present-
ed by Terry Orzano,
lifetime consulting
rosarian of the Amer-
ican Rose Society.
The event, scheduled for Wednes-
day, June 27, 2001, at noon, will
be held at Frances Storrs’ home
in Oyster Bay Cove.

If you would like to attend this
timely event, make your check
for $35 per person payable to the
Oyster Bay Historical Society
and mail it to P.O. Box 297, Oys-
ter Bay, NY 11771. R.S.V.P. by
June 20, 2001.

Individual § 25
Family $ 35
Contributing  $ 50
Sponsor $ 100
Sustaining $ 250
Patron $ 500

OYSTER BAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Categories of Membership

Business $ 50
Business Sponsor § 100
Business Friend $ 300
Business Patron $ 500+
Benefactor $ 1000+

Member Benefits: Quarterly Magazine, Members’ Party, Invitations to Exhi-
bition Previews and Special Events, 10% Discount on Publications and Work-
shops. Call (516)922-5032 for more information on joining the Society.
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A 19th century view of Green-Wood Cemetery.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
RUNS SUCCESSFUL
TOUR OF
GREEN-WOOD CEMETERY

On Saturday, May 12, a group

from the Historical Society trav-
eled to Brooklyn’s Green-Wood
Cemetery for a personal tour of
some of that venerable bone-
yard’s famous plots, conducted
by stellar guide and Green-Wood
Cemetery historian extraordi-
naire, Jeff Richman.

Mr. Richman, author of Brook-
lyn’s Green-Wood Cemetery:
New York’s Buried Treasure[Ed
Note: See book review in
“Blocklyn’s Books,” p. 22.], led
the group on a fascinating drive
and walk through the 478 acres
of trees, meadows, ponds, vis-
tas, and sculpture of one of the
world’s greatest cemeteries.
Green-Wood, founded in 1838,
is the final resting place of
Leonard Bernstein, Boss Tweed,
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Visit the Oyster Bay
Historical Society’s
website!
http://members.aol.com/
OBHistory

Horace Greeley, Samuel Morse,
Lola Montez, Currier and Ives,
F.A.O. Schwarz, the Tiffanys,
Henry Beecher and about
560,000 others.

Mr. Richman emphasized Oys-
ter Bay’s connection to Green-
wood with visits to the Tiffany
and Roosevelt family plots and
spun some fascinating tales about
them as well. Thanks to Profes-
sor Susan Peterson, the trip’s
organizer, all went smoothly and
a happy, if tired group returned to
Oyster Bay.

CENTRAL PARK
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Their recent activities have
included co-sponsorship with the
Bethpage Library of a program
on the Grumman F-14 Tomcat
World War II Navy fighter plane.
Guest speaker, John T. Gwynne,
addressed a near-capacity audi-
ence in the library's auditorium
with slides which were especially
interesting to the many Grumman
Aircraft retirees in attendance.
Mr. Gwynne told how the F-14
evolved and what it was like to be
a test pilot in the early stages of
its development.

FARMINGDALE-BETHPAGE

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Back on May 19th, they co-
sponsored a Recognition Cere-
mony for Korean War Veterans in
the Farmingdale-Bethpage com-
munity and beyond. The Society
also marked its 37th anniversary
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with a Founder's Day dinner on
April 25th at the Imperial Manor
in Bethpage. Their guest speaker
was Dr. Natalie A. Naylor, recent-
ly retired founding director of the
Long Island Studies Institute.
Her talk included major events in
the history of the original Beth-
page Purchase area. "Memories
of Main Street School" was
another Society program that was
well-received after a two-month
delay due to a storm. It is con-
sidered to be Farmingdale's most
famous school and can boast
many alumni.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

OF THE MASSAPEQUAS

The beloved Old Grace church
now has a restored roof and trim
paint, thanks to a New York State
grant, and has also undergone
extensive repairs and exterminat-
ing work. The latter project was
donated by Jim Langford of
Imperial Exterminating Co., Inc.
and the Society is grateful for his
firm's services in "The Battle of
the Bugs." Heat has also been
installed in the cottage, which
will enable the Society to work in
the building and conduct tours
later in the fall and earlier in the
spring. The 70th Anniversary of
the Village of Massapequa Park
was celebrated on Sunday, Octo-
ber 22, 2000, and included a
parade and the unveiling of a
marker donated by the Society to
designate the former site of the
Woodcastle Hotel, which stood
on the present site of the Mass-
apequa Fire House on Front
Street. The May 21st meeting was
devoted to Long Island Light-
houses and speaker Robert
Muller, who is the organizer of
the L.I. Chapter of the U.S.
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Lighthouse Society. He has stud-
ied and written extensively on
lighthouses and developed educa-
tional materials for all (school)
grade levels, plus a comprehen-
sive computer website.

AMITYVILLE

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Society has been hosting a
series called "Movies at the
Museum" each month with free
popcorn and certain discounts
from restaurants in the village.
The uncut, projected films are
provided by guest curator Billy
Lozowski, and the first feature
was "The Maltese Falcon" star-
ring Humphrey Bogart, Mary
Astor and Sidney Greenstreet.
Mr. Lozowski has also created a
new exhibit entitled "Amityville
Photographs -- Yesterday and
Today." He returned to the exact
location where each old photo
was taken and photographed the
site as it appears today.

SEA CLIFF
VILLAGE MUSEUM

The museum opened its fall sea-
son in mid-October with an
exhibit titled "Gaslight and Gin-
gerbread, Revisited. " The display
is based on an earlier book of text
and photographs that the Society
is hoping to reprint. They are
located at 95 10th Avenue in Sea

Man?thanks' to Harry L.
Dickran of Levon Graphics
|Corp., Route 109, East Farm-
iingdale, for printing The Free-
'holder for the Society.

His generosity allows the
'magazine to reach a much
\wider audience than was
‘heretofore possible. Please
‘ patronize our sponsors!
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CIliff. Please contact Helen Davis
at (516) 671-0090 for more infor-
mation.

ROSLYN
LANDMARK SOCIETY
June 2nd marked their 41st

Annual House Tour, which has
aided the Landmark Society in
the noble cause of Roslyn's his-
toric preservation since 1960.
Twenty homes were on this year's
tour and the guide book was ded-
icated to Mrs. Peggy Gerry, one
of the founders of the Society and
the Roslyn Preservation Corpora-
tion as well, and also to Millard
Prisant, past president of both
organizations and staunch sup-
porter of historical preservation
until his untimely passing earlier
this year.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT
INAUGURAL
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

The centennial of Theodore
Roosevelt's inauguration as the
nation's 26th president will be
celebrated on September 14,
2001, at the Ansley Wilcox
House in Buffalo, New York, now
a National Historic Site. The
centennial weekend of Sept. 14-
16 will include a symposium on
T.R.'s presidency and also serve
as the annual meeting of the
Theodore Roosevelt Association,
whose Executive Director is for-
mer Oyster Bay Historical Soci-
ety trustee, Dr. John Gable. (Ed.
Note : See related story on page
20.) As a longtime parishioner of
Christ Episcopal Church in Oys-
ter Bay, Dr. Gable is currently at
work on a history of that parish
for its upcoming 300th anniver-
sary. For many years, President
Roosevelt and his family wor-
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shiped at Christ Church and their
original pew is still in place.

SAGAMORE HILL
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Historian and author Edward J.
Renehan Jr. presented a free lec-
ture at Sagamore Hill on Satur-
day, May 19, which focused on
Theodore Roosevelt and his fam-
ily, the theme of Renehan's
recent book The Lion's Pride:
Theodore Roosevelt and His
Family in Peace and War (Oxford
University Press, 1998).

Currently a resident of Rhode
Island, Renehan hails originally
from Nassau County, where he
spent his childhood. In addition
to The Lion's Pride, he is also the
author of several other books on
American historical figures. He
is currently at work on The
Kennedys at War, which Double-
day will publish in 2002.

Renehan's free presentation was
part of the Sunday afternoon lec-
ture series which took place in
the Old Orchard Museum at the
Sagamore Hill National Historic
Site, 20 Sagamore Hill Road
Oyster Bay, NY 11771. Other
talks in the series featured
Andrew Batten of Raynham Hall
Museum on "TR and the Boy
Scouts" and Kathleen Dalton,
author of The Strenuous Life: A
Biography of Theodore
Roosevelt, on "Famous Visitors
to Sagamore Hill." This series
was underwritten by the Friends
of Sagamore Hill and a grant
from the New York State Office
of Parks and Historic Preserva-
tion.

Sagamore Hill will also be host-
ing two "Iced Tea Sundays" on
June 10 and June 24 at 2 p.m.
These free special events will

feature "The Proper Ladies" per-
forming songs of Victorian
America on June 10 and "The
Paul Ebron Quartet" will perform
Jjazz music on June 24. The events
will take place on the front porch
of the Theodore Roosevelt home
at 2 p.m. Iced tea will be provid-
ed. The public is invited to picnic
on the grounds and is encouraged
to bring folding chairs for the
concerts. Regularly scheduled
tours of TR's home will take
place on a "first come-first
served" basis. For more informa-
tion telephone (516) 922-4788.

RAYNHAM HALL
MUSEUM

Raynham Hall Museum will be
hosting their 20th annual Sum-
mer Workshops for children ages
five to seven years old. Two ses-
sions will be offered, July 9-20
and July 23-August 3. The work-
shops run Monday-Friday, 9:30
a.mto 12 p.m., and offer a host of
activities, such as crafts, games,
storytelling, local field trips, bak-
ing, and much more.

The fee is $100 per session, per
child ($175 for both sessions).
Call 922-6808 for more informa-
tion or to register.

| The Society now has available a
i“1900 View of Oyster Bay,” which
‘shows every building in existence
|at that time and includes a list of
'businesses and prominent resi-
%dences. Eminently suitable for
framing, this print is a great bar-
gain at $20 plus shipping. Con-
tact the Society at (516) 922-5032
to order yours today!

Also available are an 1833 map
of Oyster Bay ($5) and a map of
Gold Coast estates c. 1920 ($7.50).
Shipping is additional.
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This feature consists of the submissions of students from schools throughout the Town of Oyster Bay.

If you would like your school’s students to participate, please contact the Editor of The Freeholder
Jor guidance as to subject matter and deadlines for future issues.

The Editor would like to thank
the fourth grade students of Ms
Betty Anne Natke's class at
McKenna Elementary School,
Massapequa Park. Thanks to
young “reporters” Nick Russo
and Joseph Waterhouse for this
innovative treatment of Theodore
Roosevelt. Thanks also to artist
Tommy Marzec for his work on
the illustration which accompa-
nies the article.

A Chat with
President Roosevelt
Reporters: Nick Russo and
Joseph Waterhouse

Reporter: Mr. Roosevelt may we
ask you a few questions about
yourself?

T.R.: Sure, okay.

Reporter: How did asthma affect
you as a child?

T.R.: It affected me a lot as a
child. I could not run around with
other kids as much. I mostly sat
around reading books and
observing nature.

Reporter: Why did you decide to
learn to box and exercise to
become strong?

T.R.: I decided that I had to get
stronger if I wanted to run and
play. When I was 11 was riding in
a stagecoach and two boys were
pushing me around. That incident
inspired me to exercise so that
would never happen again.
Reporter: Why were you so inter-
ested in hunting?

T.R.: I was so interested because
I wanted different specimens for
my museum of natural history
when I was young. Also I enjoyed
hunting just for the for the fun of
it.

Reporter: Who were your role
models and why?

T.R.: My role models were
George Washington and Abraham
Lincoln because they both want-
ed to make the country stronger.
Reporter: Where did you spend
some of your happiest years?
T.R.: I spent some of my happiest
years in the North Dakota Bad-
lands where I could hunt buffalo
and talk cattle. I also had a part-
nership with Merrifield and Fer-
ris in owning a ranch there.
Reporter: What jobs have you
held in your career?

TR.: I had a

T
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lot of jobs! I
was a New
York  State
Assembly-
man, a ranch-
er, a New
York  City
Police Board
President,
Assistant
Secretary of
the Navy, a

Rough Rider,
Governor of

New York, Vice President, and
President.

Reporter: What were some of
your most important accomplish-
ments as President?

T.R.: I fought for workers’ rights,
for example in the 1902 coal min-
ers' strike. I put an end to the
Russo-Japanese War. I won the
Nobel Peace Prize because I put
an end to that war. I also worked
to have the Panama Canal built. I
was big on conservation. I
increased the acreage of national
forests from 43 million to 194
million acres. I created five
national parks and eighteen
national monuments. I also creat-
ed four big-game refuges and
fifty-one bird sanctuaries. I also
started the first national and
international conferences on the
need for conservation. Finally, I
doubled the size of the Navy.
Reporter: What was your role
during the Spanish-American
War?

T.R.: I was the Assistant Secre-
tary of the Navy and formed a
volunteer regiment. We trained in
Texas. Every day we drilled on
horses. We were nicknamed the
"Rough Riders." Then we went to
San Juan Hill and took it in one
day. Soon the Spanish surren-
dered. In 1905, at my inaugural
parade, the Rough Riders rode up
Pennsylvania Avenue shooting
their pistols in the air and roping
spectators. It was great fun!
Reporter: Well it was nice chat-
ting with you, President Roo-
sevelt. Thank you for your time.
T.R.: It was a pleasure but I have
to go. Good-bye.
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“The Gathering Place” is the department of the magazine housing contributions of an historical slant but
of short length that might otherwise be lost among the longer pieces. To our members who are not ready to
attempt long or deeply researched articles, this is the place for your notions and comments, however brief.

The Dutch Next Door
by Lee Myles
Some Bits and Pieces

Over the years this feature has
been running we have made an
effort to give credit to the people
of the Low Countries for their
contributions to our welfare.

Here's one that's been hidden
under another nationality's name,
French fried potatoes. It turns out
that a Belgian named Rodolphe
de Warsage, who, about a hun-
dred years ago, was returning to
his hometown, Liege, after a
short trip. Feeling hungry, he
stopped at an obscure bakery
where he bought a packet of fried,
thinly-sliced potatoes, a new del-
icacy he had never seen before.
Nibbling on them as he made his
way home he found them so deli-
cious that he arranged to have
them especially made for him on
a regular basis by a local cookery.
Their popularity immediately
began to spread and before long
were to be found in the north of
France. They kept going and
when they passed beyond French
borders they took the appellation
“French” by which they have
been known ever since, depriving
the real land of their origin of
credit for a tasty side dish now
enjoyed around the world.

Did you know that in 1554 a
Dutch botanist named Carolus
Clusius imported tulip bulbs
from Constantinople, introducing
the plant to Holland and eventu-
ally to Europe at large and laying
the ground for the famous Dutch
"tulipomania?" This wild, 17th

16

century speculation in tulip bulbs
shook Holland's economy so
severely that the Dutch govern-
ment had to step in. No matter, if
you had tulips in your gardens or
among your table flowers this
spring you owe them to Clusius's
enterprise.

It is said that Rhode Island,
which is only across a short
stretch of water from our island,
received its name from one of the
islands in the state's Narragansett
Bay that the Dutch explorer Adri-
aen Block named “Roodt
Eylandt” because of its red soil,
roodt being the Dutch word for
red. 