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BOOKER T.
WASHINGTON'S
WHITE HOUSE
DINNER

The Crescent Beach Club and
Ocean Restaurant Bar & Lounge
Wish to Congratulate

The Oyster Bay Historical Society
For its continuous efforts to bring our history to life.
We look forward to our future relationship with the
Society in the future to educate all residents about
Oyster Bay’s historic maritime history and marine
environment.

The Crescent Beach Club and Ocean Restaurant Bar
& Lounge
333 Bayville Avenue
Bayville, NY 11709
Tel: 516.628.3000 Email:
privateevents@thecrescentbeachclub.com
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17 Audrey Avenue, Oyster Bay, NY 11771
www.TheodoresBooks.com
YOUR NEW LOCAL, INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORE

FOUNDED BY FORMER CONGRESSMAN STEVE ISRAEL,
THEODORE'S BOOKS IS A GENERAL INTEREST
BOOKSTORE WITH BESTSELLERS, CHILDREN'S BOOKS,
A WELL CURATED HISTORY, CURRENT AFFAIRS,
BIOGRAPHY, AND LOCAL INTEREST SECTION, AND
EDUCATIONAL TOYS AND GIFTS

Store Hours
Monday 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Tuesday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Wednesday 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Thursday 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

(516) 636-5550

info@TheodoresBooks.com

Follows us @TheodoresBooks
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Oyster Bay Historical Society:
Denice Evans-Sheppard,
Executive Director
OBHS Board of Trustees:
Jill Morrison, President,
Freeholder Sales and Marketing
Stan Jackson, Vice President,
Freeholder Editor
Iris Williams, Secretary
Michael Schmitt, Treasurer
Patricia Beckerle
Bobb Bleistein
Evelyn Fasulo
Monica Randall

Note from the Editor:
Greetings, all! We’re thrilled to have
the opportunity to get The Freeholder back
the opportunity to get The Freeholder back
up and running. Many thanks to all those
who helped contribute their time, creativity
and sponsorship to this issue.
Due to the events of the last couple of
years, we were unable to properly celebrate
OBHS’ 60th anniversary in 2020. Think of
this issue as our way of making up for lost
time in that regard.
Inside, you’ll find several nods to the
past (and past Freeholder issues), as well as
plenty of all-new content from a variety of
talented contributors. Special gratitude to
our archivist, Thom Hoffman, for
providing many of the historical photos.
We are, of course, always looking for
folks who are interested in getting
involved, so contact me at
FreeholderEditor@gmail.com if you feel so
inclined. Thanks, and enjoy! --Stan

The Oyster Bay Historical Society was founded in 1960 with the express purpose of
preserving the history of the Town of Oyster Bay. The Society maintains a museum and
research library in the Town-owned c. 1720 Earle-Wightman House, 20 Summit Street,
Oyster Bay. Call (516) 922-5032 check out oysterbayhistorical.org, or scan the QR code
above for more information.
Copyright 2022 Oyster Bay Historical Society

Above: photographs from 1960s postcards of the Earle-Wightman House and garden.
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OBHS President’s Message
I am so happy to see the dream of having, The Freeholder quarterly journal, a reality again, and just in
time for celebrating our 62nd Anniversary Year and 1st Annual Open House on June 5th, after finding
some old issues in attic of the Earle-Wightman House and recognizing the need to get it going again!
Thanks to our editor, Stan Jackson, and to so many supporters, who sponsored, The Freeholder journal
ads, and made donations supporting this publication and the Oyster Bay Historical Society. Especially,
through past few years of covid restrictions forced us to close to the public for some time.
Our museum features the collected historical works and archives of Oyster Bay historians, historical
artifacts pertaining to the hamlet of Oyster Bay and surrounding areas, extensive genealogy collections,
and our vast photo collection.
Since its settlement in 1653, Oyster Bay has had a rich history as a colonial settlement, ship building,
Oyster Bay was a popular summer destination for wealthy New York City families, and now with its rich
history, has become a point of interest for tourists in modern times
.
The success of the Oyster Bay Historical Society is made possible by generous donations of time,
materials, and monetary funds, artifacts and sponsorship from our Members, the Local Community and
Businesses, and our Board, along with our Executive Director, Denice Evan-Sheppard, and Town Board of
Oyster Bay.
MISSION OF THE OYSTER BAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, HISTORY IS ALWAYS IN PROGRESS
The Oyster Bay Historical Society was founded in 1960 in order to perform a vital community function:
namely, to create broad public interest in and awareness of the rich and distinctive history of the Town
of Oyster Bay.
The Society's sworn duty is to collect, preserve, and make accessible to everyone artifacts, books,
documents, records, photographs, and other materials pertinent to the history and development of
Oyster Bay.
The Society looks to stimulate and educate the community through exhibitions, programs, and
publications designed to interpret our past, to reflect on our future, and to bring our history to life in the
present.
Here’s looking forward to Oyster Bay Historical Society’s Summer Programs, and our 2022 Legacy Award
Dinner this September 20th at Crescent Beach Club!
Thank you all so much!
Jill Morrison
President, Oyster Bay Historical Society
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Pages from the 40th Anniversary
Freeholder issue. Top left: OBHS
founding and the election of our first
President and board. Top right:
examples of old OBHS publications.
Bottom left: OBHS places a bronze
plaque commemorating the site of
T.R.’s offices. Below: photos of The
Earle-Wightman house being moved to
its current location in 1967.
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THE PINE HOLLOW CEMETERY
(part 1)
By Denice Evans-Sheppard and Stan Jackson

Tucked just out of sight on Oyster Bay
Road sits one of our areas’s most
curiously under-publicized landmarks.
Pine Hollow Cemetery, which has its
origins in the mid 19th century, sits a
mere stone’s throw from the countless
drivers who pass by it every day. Therein
lie the graves of eleven African-American
soldiers who served for the Union during
the Civil War. Fittingly, the cemetery
was added to the National Registry of
Historic Places in 2018.

With its seemingly obvious
location (adjacent to Mill Max
manufacturing corporation, and across
the street from Bay Auto Plaza), it’s
astonishing that I’d never so much as
even heard of the cemetery until last
summer. As someone who’s lived in the
area for the majority of my life and
attended both primary school and college
nearby, it’s puzzling that the cemetery
had never been mentioned at any point
during my schooling, or even in casual
conversation until I joined the Oyster
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Bay Historical Society myself last
summer.
What makes Pine Hollow
Cemetery so vital to the history of our
community? And what is the history of
the cemetery itself? I discussed these
topics and more with Oyster Bay
Historical Society Executive Director
Denice Evans-Sheppard recently.

David Carll, one of the Civil War soldiers
buried at Pine Hollow Cemetery, was also
OBHS Executive Director Denice EvansSheppard’s great great grandfather.
The story begins in 1848, when
residents Nancy Carll-Brown and Samuel
Brown, local African American residents
who worked for John Abel Weekes and
Alice Weekes, donated land to the AME
Zionist Church. Pine Hollow was the
location of one of the earliest African
American communities in the area, along

with one on Poverty Hollow Road. The
African American community in the area
was a thriving one; census records from
the the late 18th century show that Oyster
Bay boasted a 16% African American
population, as compared to just 2.3%
today. At this time, the Browns had been
conducting religious services out of their
home along with three other Oyster Bay
residents who were doing the same, Plato
and Sarah Gall (or Gale) and Israel
Potter.

Complete list of the names of the 11
African American Soldiers buried at Pine
Hollow Cemetery.
The building that comprised the
parsonage had been initially used as a
schoolhouse, after which a small general
store had occupied the premises. Certain
congregants who had initially been part
of the New Life Baptist Church (where
Marmaduke Earle was the pastor)
transferred to join the AME Zion
congregation. Underneath the parsonage
there were many hidden passages

connected to waterways underneath
which could’ve allowed access to Long
Island Sound, in turn providing passage
towards freedom across the sound in
Connecticut. The existence of these
passageways fuels speculation that
Weekes was actively involved in local
abolitionist efforts.
Many of the Civil War soldiers
who are buried at Pine Hollow Cemetery
were trustees at AME Zionist Church.
Among those are William Bolden, James
James, James White, John Bolden, James
Smith, William Smith, William White
and Simon Rapalyea. Rapalyea’s story is
a fascinating one, due to an event that
occurred when and his wife were
employed by the Townshends. Rapalyea

had stopped by the Townsend home to
collect his pay (he served as a handyman)
at the same time that one of the
Townshend women was attacked with a
hammer. She wasn’t killed, and had no
specific memory of Rapalyea committing
the act, but still the local police hunted
Simon down, jailing him and ransacking
his home. The public uproar was so great
that Rapalyea had to be moved to a jail in
Brooklyn for his safety. Eventually, the
man who had actually committed the
crime was apprehended and confessed to
having stolen the Townshend woman’s
jewelry during the attack. Simon was
released, and the police repaired the
damages that had been incurred at the
Rapalyea home.

Denice Evans-Sheppard is the Executive Director of the Oyster Bay Historical Society. Stan Jackson is
the Vice-President of the Oyster Bay Historical Society and the Editor of the Freeholder. Historical
photographs courtesy Denice Evans-Sheppard.
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JOSEPH SALADINO
SUPERVISOR

OFFICE OF THE TOWN SUPERVISOR
54 AUDREY AVENUE
OYSTER BAY, NEW YORK 11771
516-624-6350

June 5, 2022

Dear Friends,
On behalf of my colleagues on the Oyster Town Board, I congratulate the Oyster Bay
Historical Society on its 62nd Anniversary and welcome back publication of The Freeholder.
Your quarterly publication is filled with interesting articles and photographs about Oyster Bay’s
history, which was missed during its absence. As you celebrate today with an Open House, I join
with all 300,000 of our residents in wishing you continued success.
The Town of Oyster Bay is a treasure trove of history, and the Oyster Bay Historical
Society does a remarkable job of preserving that history. By engaging the community with
historical programs, exhibits, presentations and events, the Oyster Bay Historical Society ensures
that Oyster Bay’s rich history is not only preserved, but also very much appreciated. Whenever I
visit the Earle-Whitman House and Angela Koenig Center, I am amazed at the collections and
vast amount of history that can be taken in, and I know Town residents feel the same. May you
continue to enrich our Town residents with historical knowledge well into the future.
In closing, I thank Board President Jill Morrison for her tireless efforts and welcome new
Board members Patricia Beckerle, Bob Bleistein, Stan Jackson, Monica Randall, Evelyn Fasulo
Michael Schmitt, and Iris Williams. I am certain you will continue the fine work of the society,
as I know how important this work is. Have a fantastic celebration, and thank you for your
efforts!
Yours truly,

Joseph Saladino
Town Supervisor
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From the Desk of Steve Israel

In a polarized, poisonous political environment, where everyone seems angry at
everyone else and the anger flashes in incendiary punditry and explosive tweets,
may I suggest finding refuge at our bookshop?
Creating such a refuge was one reason I decided to open Theodore’s last
November. 1,528 square feet. Nearly 10,000 books. Books from the left, the right,
the middle or nowhere in particular. Political books and (mostly) non-political
books. No jerks allowed. (We actually have a sign that says so).
I was honored and privileged to have served in Congress for 16 years. But I’d
also had enough partisan sniping and sound-bytes. I was tired of media
interviews where I addressed complex, complicated issues as if I were packing a
fireworks shell that would explode across the political landscape and ignite
Twitter tweets and retweets. (Fact check: some issues need more than two
minutes on television or 280 characters to explain). And I very deeply
resented the likelihood that one errant word, one phrase subject to
misinterpretation, could and would be twisted grotesquely and used against me.
A bookshop disqualifies all of those possibilities. No spin; but the studious turning
of pages. No finger pointing unless it helps you track the words on a page. No
pontificating other than the helpful recommendations of our expert booksellers:
Peggy, Emily, Anne, Hannah, and must recently, Chloe. (I handle history and
current events, so don’t hesitate to ask me for a recommendation).
And what better homage than to Theodore Roosevelt, who lived and worked in
our hometown in Oyster Bay! I’m told there were about 7,000 books in his library
at Sagamore Hill (someone correct me if I’m misinformed). Roosevelt wrote and
read voraciously, and his commitment to literature is well-reflected on our
shelves.
Last weekend, my former colleague, Rep. Peter King and I led a book discussion
with Michael Dowling (president and CEO of Northwell) at Theodore’s. In
Congress, King and I disagreed on many issues, but we found ways to work
together. In the shop, we spent an hour sharing views on Dowling’s excellent
memoir, When the Roof Caved In. It was civil. Entertaining. Informative.
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That was exactly what I had in mind when I opened Theodore's.
If you’re in the neighborhood, see for yourself.
Happy reading!

--Steve Israel
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Answers to Test Your Knowledge:
1. F
2. V
3. J
4. CC
5. BB
6. I
7. D

8. AA
9. M
10. S
11. N
12. K
13. A
14. H

Right: Hiram Pearsall’s
Watchmaker & Jeweler,
Oyster Bay, 1800s.
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Summer 2022
Oyster Bay Historical Society
20 Summit Street
Oyster Bay, N.Y. 11771
Dear readers:
It is my distinct honor and pleasure to join you in celebrating the 62nd anniversary of the Oyster
Bay Historical Society!
For more than six decades, the Historical Society has served as an indispensable steward of
Oyster Bay’s rich maritime, military, political and religious history. By resuming publication of
The Freeholder, the Oyster Bay Historical Society is once again breathing new life into the
events that set our community upon its trajectory to the present day – something they already do
so well through their robust portfolio of lectures, exhibits and special events.
At this fraught moment in the history of the world, it is especially important to support
organizations like the Oyster Bay Historical Society as they pursue the noble mission of
educating the communities that they serve.
I salute you for all you have accomplished during the last 62 years and wish you all the best as
you continue to enthusiastically share the wonders of history with the world around you.
Best regards,

Arnold W. Drucker
Nassau County Legislator
16th Legislative District
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2 Spring Street
Oyster Bay, New York
516.624.2411
2springstreet.com

@2springstreet

reservations@2springstreet.com
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EXECUTIVE CHEF / OWNER
HUNTER WELLS
1053 Oyster Bay Road
@ the intersection of RT 106 & Northern Blvd
East Norwich, NY 11732
516.624.8330
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Find us at Farmer’s Markets and our two Store locations
It's pickles, comics, candy and more...
Bayville: 12 Ludlam Ave. Bayville, NY 11709 (516) 444-1280
Glen Cove: 18 Forest Ave. Ave Glen Cove, NY 11542 (516) 444-1280
Check our website for Farmer’s Market locations
Hormansbestpickles.com
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The Other Oyster Bay Historical Society...

A time machine filled with vintage late 1960s
psychedelic rock posters and their history
Nestled between Sweet Tomato and and Billy Joel’s
Twentieth Century Cycles at 95 Audrey Ave.
1:00 pm – 5:00pm Friday – Sunday
and by appointment

Follow us @bahrgallery

E-mail: ted@bahrgallery.com
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A Unique Men’s Store in the Heart of Oyster Bay
516.922.6638
jamesguymens@aol.com
77 South St. – Oyster Bay – NY – 11771
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Do you really
know who you are
speaking to when
you are calling
someone random
for good insurance
coverage & rates???
When you call Eastern Classic
Coverage, you get a local team
member who knows, cares and
works alongside you. We get
you the best rates but even more
important the correct coverage.

Specialized
Insurance and
Risk Management
for Lifestyle and
Business Success.

HOME | AUTO | PROPERTY | PROFESSIONAL
BUSINESS | BOAT | HIGH VALUE | COASTAL

516.320.8120 // TEXT 516.259.6010
WWW.CLASSICCOVERAGE.COM
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Proud to support
Oyster Bay Historical Society.
James M. Marino | Brian Nerney
111 South Street Ste 1 | Oyster Bay, NY 11771 | 516-588-1950
Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN), Member SIPC.
Marino Wealth Management is a separate entity from WFAFN. CAR-0522-04055
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Best Wishes
And
Congratulations
on 62nd Anniversary
to
the Oyster Bay
Historical Society
------------Lori and Roger Bahnik
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LONG ISLAND’S GOLD
COAST BREWERY
Oyster Bay Brewing Co. is dedicated to
producing the highest quality beer while
staying true to our nautical history here on
the Gold Coast.
36 Audrey Ave.
Oyster Bay, NY 11711
(516) 802-5546
oysterbaybrewing.com
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Congratulations to the
OYSTER BAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
celebrating their 62nd Anniversary.

24/7 Online Auction
Bid, Consign, Spectate!

pcar market.com
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SMITH JEWELERS NY
11 E MAIN STREET OYSTER BAY 11771
516-922-6744
www.smithjewlersny.com
info@smithjewelersny.com
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VNS Wines & Liquors
Congratulates Oyster

Bay Historical Society
on its 62nd Year!

VNS Wines and Liquors
62 South Street
Oyster Bay, NY 11771
(516) 922-0024
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DGI SALUTES
THE OYSTER BAY
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY !
... we know how

516-277-9557
OR STOP BY AND SAY HELLO!
115 Audrey Avenue
Oyster Bay, NY 11771
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TEST YOUR OYSTER BAY
KNOWLEDGE
___ 1.) An abolitionist who held a pulpit in a Brooklyn Church, he was also a proponent
of women’s suffrage and a convert to the theory of evolution.
___ 2.) This person fought unsuccessfully for a bridge to Rye, NY.
___ 3.) He predicted that Long Island’s Levittown would, after a relatively few years,
become a slum.
___ 4.) This man participated in Oyster Bay’s most important Real Estate Transaction.
___ 5.) This man never completed his assignment, which had involved visiting certain
Long Island locations and reporting his notes thereon.
___ 6.) He preached to an outdoor meeting of Oyster Bay Residents.
___ 7.) He once lived in Raynam Hall.
___ 8.) This hard worker in many causes was chairman of the Oyster Bay Bicentennial.
___ 9.) Born in Canada, this speedboat racer, along with Bill Marconi, helped change the
way we celebrate New Year’s Eve.
___ 10.) This cavalry colonel, who served in our last 19th Century war, held, among other
offices, those of State Assemblyman, NYC Police Commissioner, Governor of New
York State, and Vice-President of the United States.
___ 11.) This public-spirited citizen was the first chairman of the Oyster Bay Landmark
Commission.
___ 12.) This high-principled Oyster Bay resident was a defender of the early Quakers.
___ 13.) This airmail pilot took off from Roosevelt Field and stayed aloft for so long he
may have set a record
___ 14.) An actor/playwright, he was the first American to interpret Hamlet. He spent
part of his life in England where he eventually discovered there is no place like
home.
A. Charles Lindbergh
B. Anna Floyd
C. John Andre
D. Samuel Townsend
E. August Belmont
F. Henry Ward Beecher
G. William Cullen Bryant
H. J.H. Payne
I. George Fox
J. Lewis Mumford
K. Mary Wright
L. Benjamin Thompson

M. Guy Lombardo
N. Robert MacKay
O. Marjorie Merriweather Post
P. Zelda Fitzgerald
Q. Bernie Bookbinder
R. Donald Trump
S. Theodore Roosevelt
T. Alfred E. Smith
U. Walter Winchell
V. Robert Moses
W. Billy Mitchell
X. Asser Levy
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Y. Elizabeth Garlick
Z. L.C. Tiffany
AA. Dorothy McGee
BB. Nathan Hale
CC. Peter Wright
See page 25 for
answers!

