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school district through a special
vote which they scheduled for
October 4,1899. In the months
between, much discussion was
held within the community and at
the school board meetings.
The question of the site for the
new school became a very hot
issue. Twenty seven years earlier
the district decided to acquire the
School Street lot because it was
$1500 less than the much larger
lot on East Main Street. In 1899 a
lot on the corner of Kellogg
Street and Burtis Avenue was
offered to the district for $4000 at
the same time that an offer was
made to purchase the School
Street lot for $2500. The Kellogg
Street lot measured 300 by 210
feet and was considered much
more accessible.
The ventilation in the 1872
school building was extremely
poor; many children were attending classes in the damp, cold
basement. The Oyster Bay
Guardian reported in its June
16,1899, edition, that 82 children

were crowded into the basement,
with 22 of them in one 16 by 18
foot room. The district acquired
additional land adjoining the
School Street location. The contract for the new high school on
the corner of Weeks Avenue and
Anstice Street was given to
George H. Duryea for $26,680;
however, the cost rose to $42,974
by the time of its completion. The
cornerstone laying ceremony for
the new high school was planned
for Tuesday May 15, 1900; local
organizers had wanted an earlier
date but that was the earliest that
Governor Theodore Roosevelt
was available and they wanted
him to participate in the ceremony. Roosevelt arrived in Oyster
Bay by yacht from New York City
and took up his summer residence at Sagamore Hill on the
Saturday before the ceremony.
James M. McQueen was president of the Board of Education
and he went down to the railroad
station early on Tuesday morning
to greet the arriving guests.

The area served by the district
experienced considerable growth
and within ten years the new
school on School Street was more
than filled to capacity. It then
became necessary to begin renting various buildings within the
village to be used as additional
classrooms. This continued until
1899 when the voters approved
plans to construct a new building
to house a high school (which the
district did not have before) and
the primary school. Although
women did not yet have the right
to vote in 1899, Miss Addie
Hicks of Oyster Bay ran on the
Democratic ticket to unseat
Schools Commissioner Cooley.
Miss Hicks received much local
support and the endorsement of
the local newspaper editor, but
lost by 100 votes out of 2300
cast. Cooley had been appointed
schools commissioner
when Nassau County
was formed in 1899.
The vote for the new
school proposal was
taken at a regular school
board meeting on June
14,1899, and was 50 to
34, by those residents in
attendance at the meeting, in favor of appropriating $25,000 for a new
school. The approval by
the voters was reluctant
and only after the conditions at the frame
schoolhouse
became
somewhat poor. The
board then had to obtain
the consent of the entire The cornerstone-laying ceremony for the new high school building, May 15, 1900.

