A BRIEF HISTORY OF OYSTER BAY SCHOOLS
by John E. Hammond
The earliest record of any
school or teacher in the Oyster
Bay village area was in 1677, 24
years after the purchase of the
town spot. Thomas Webb was
recorded in the Oyster Bay Town
Records as schoolmaster when he
was chosen as Town Clerk to
supplement his wages of £10 per
year as teacher. Schoolmasters in
the early colonial period seldom
had a school building within
which they could conduct classes,
however; usually they would
make periodic visits to the homes
of the residents who desired to
have their children receive
schooling. Schooling was very
basic and was heavily slanted
toward the development of
reading skills to enable the child
to read the Bible and study the
catechism. Schoolmasters were
frequently only paid in meals,
lodging, or whatever services a
family might be able to offer the
schoolmaster in exchange for
schooling of the children.
In the same year that a
schoolmaster was named, 1677, a
portion of land was set aside for
a Town Common which was to
be located on the north side of
East Main Street, running from
the present White Street to
Florence Avenue. The Town
Common contained a Town
House which was to be set aside
for all types of public meetings.
There is no record that it was
used as a school in the very early
days, however, that was one of
its intended uses. This was the
building that later became the
first one used by the early Christ
Church.
In 1726 the Church of England
hired Daniel Denton as a teacher
in Oyster Bay; he was given a
house to use as a school and in

1728 had 29 students. Although Underbills, Weekes, Youngs,
no record seems to remain as to McCouns, Lattens, and others.
which house Denton was given, Zachariah Weekes took regular
this was perhaps Oyster Bay's lodging in the Underbill house in
first school building. A later the Cove, which stood between
schoolmaster in Oyster Bay was Cove Road and Tiffany Road.
Thomas Kemble, who left in The early records of the Town of
1748 due to a mental breakdown; Oyster Bay contain a reference to
kids must have been difficult a schoolhouse located on Cove
back then, too! There was no Hill in 1793; this was the
instruction following Kemble's schoolhouse built and owned by
departure until Samuel Seabury Thomas Youngs (1717-1797).
reopened the school in 1749. There is no closer identification
Some of the earliest formal other than, "Begining a Little to
education in the village was that the Southard of Jotham Weeks
offered by the Reverend Samuel Dwelling House, and Running
Seabury, father of the first Nearly Parallel with the other
American Bishop. Rev. Seabury Highway up Cove hill, near the
offered training in reading so that School House, the Monuments of
the congregation could learn their the Bounder a Stake at each end."
catechism and participate more (OBTR Book I, page 132).
Daniel Kelsey Youngs, in his
fully in church services.
Zachariah Weekes served as history of the Youngs family,
the schoolmaster from 1758 until tells us that the school was
his death in 1772. Weekes kept moved to the east side of the
a diary for those years and Cove Road in 1802 and
recorded how he instructed so converted into tenements after
many of the children of local the Oyster Bay Academy was
families:
the
Townsends, opened. The old schoolhouse

The Oyster Ray Academy began in 1802 in the center building which is
now the Christ Church Rectory. This photo was taken in 1912. (Author)

